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VI, 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Birkenhead. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  the  community  has  been  maintained  as  will  be  seen 
from  a study  of  the  statistics  in  the  report. 

Staffing  difficulties  in  the  Sanitary  Department  have  been  con- 
tinued, but  this  is  not  a problem  peculiar  to  Birkenhead,  it  is  a national 
one. 


The  work  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Staff  has  increased  and  has  been 
the  subject  of  a report  to  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year. 

I welcome  the  opportunity  to  voice  my  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department  Staff  and  the  ever  ready  co-operation  of  Chief 
Officers  and  their  staffs. 

Finally,  without  the  interest,  encouragement  and  enthusiasm  of 
a keen  Committee,  little  can  be  done. 

I have  had  the  whole-hearted  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee  in  all  our  work  and,  indeed,  I may  say  of 
all  the  Members  of  the  Council. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  W.  LOBBAN. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  Borough  8,598  acres  or  13.4  square  miles 

Estimated  Population  (mid-1954j  141,900 

Density  of  population  16.5  persons  per  acre 

]^]stimated  u umber  of  houses  in  the  Boroujjli  o7.6<t'^ 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  t:4. 

General  Kate  '!')  l‘>d.  in  the 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough  as  recorded  at  the 
census  in  1951  was  142,392  (68,412  males  and  73,980  females). 

The  Registrar-General  has  given  the  estimated  population  for  the 
middle  of  the  year  1954  as  141,900. 

Births:  There  were  2,596  live  births  allocated  to  the  Borough,  giv- 
ing a birth  rate  of  17.7  The  j^rovisional  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
was  15.2.  The  Birth  Rates  of  recent  years  are  as  follows:  — 

Rate  per  1,000  population 


1945  

21.2 

1946  

23.5 

1947  

24.8 

1948  

21.4 

1949  

19.8 

1950  

18.5 

1951  

18.2 

1952  

18.2 

1953  

18.4 

1954  

17.7 

Sex  Distribution  of  Births:  Of  the  2,596  live  births  1,358  were 
males  and  1,238  females. 

Legitimacy:  131  of  the  2,596  births  were  illegitimate  representing 
a percentage  of  5.1. 

Still  Births:  75  still  births  were  registered  in  the  Borough  represen- 
ting a still  birth  rate  of  0.52  per  1,000  population  or  28.1  p''  1,000  total 
births.  The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  24  per 
1,000  total  births. 

Of  the  75  still  births  registered,  5 were  illegitimate. 
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Births  notified  during  the  year:  Under  Section  203  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  2,596  births  were  notified.  Of  these  79  were  still 
births.  Many  of  the  births  notified  from  hospitals  were  outward  trans- 
fers to  other  areas. 


Births  in  Hos2:)itals: 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital 596  (10  still-births) 

St.  Catherine’s  Hospital  901  (51  ,,  ) 

Births  in  Nursing  Hornes  125  (3  ,,  ) 


Other  births: 


notified  by  doctors  

2 (-  „ 

) 

notified  by  midwives  

893  (15 

) 

notified  by  parents  

- (-  .. 

) 

Un-notified  births:  The  Kegistrars  reported  18  births  which  were  not 
notified,  6 by  doctors  or  midwives,  8 by  the  Maternity  Hospital  staff 
and  4 by  Nursing  Homes. 


DEATHS 

Deaths:  1,679  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  representing  a death  rate 
of  12.7  per  1,000  population.  The  comparable  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  was  11.3  per  1,000  population.  The  Death  Kates  for  recent  years 
are  as  follows:  — 


Kates  per  1,000  population 


1945  

13.7 

1946  

13.7 

1947  

14.3 

1948  

12.1 

1949  

12.3 

1950  12.4 


1952  

12.6 

1953  

11.8 

1954  

12.7 
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Sex  Distribution  of  Deaths. — males  and  74:;  females  died  dur- 
iiirr  the  year. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — During  the  year  under  review  there  were  no 
uncertified  deaths. 

Coroners’  Inquests. — Inquests  were  held  on  60  cases  representing 
d.G  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act  1926. — During  the  year  104 
deaths  were  registered  (6.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths)  after  post 
mortem  without  an  inquest. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  74  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
corresponding  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  28.5  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  National  figure  was  25.5,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  country. 
There  was  one  death  of  an  illegitimate  infant  representing  an  illegiti- 
mate infant  mortality  rate  of  7.6  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 

'Fhe  causes  of  death  in  infants  were  as  follows: 


Pneumonia  10 

Plnteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1 

Congenital  malformations  16 

Accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle)  6 

Other  varied  causes  41 


74 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks. — There  were  45  deaths  of  infants 
under  four  weeks  representing  a rate  of  17.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

Infant  Mortality  Kates  of  recent  years  are  as  follows:  — 

Kate  per  1,000  live  births 


1945  

78 

1946  

67 

1947  

72 

1948  58 


1950  

42 

1951  

40.5 

1952  

84.7 

1953  

28.4 

1954  

28.5 

Maternal  Death. — There  was  one  maternal  death  during  the  year. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis: 

Deaths  from  Kespiratory  Tuberculosis  23 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  3 

26 

This  represents  a death  rate  of  0.18  per  1,000  population,  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases : 

Pneumonia  70 

Influenza  6 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Meningococcal  Infection  • 1 

Other  infective  diseases  5 

83 

The  diagram  overleaf  gives  the  proportion  of  the  main  causes  of 
death  during  the  year. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD 


Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population  1954 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE— 1954 

(As  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes  

Male 

936 

46 

5 

2 

5 

56 

263 

257 

302 

Female 

743 

28 

5 

6 

3 

33 

145 

191 

332 

1. 

Tuberculosis, 

Male 

18 

— 

— 

— 

1 



11 

2 

4 

respiratory  

Female 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Male 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Female 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

Male 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Female 

4. 

Diphtheria 

Male 

Female 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

Male 

Female 

1 

— 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal 

Male 

infections 

Female 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Male 

Female 

8. 

Measles  

Male 

Female 

9. 

Other  infective  and 

Male 

1 

1 

— 

narasitic  diseases 

Female 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Male 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

12 

9 

stomach 

Female 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

7 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

Male 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

36 

11 

8 

lung,  bronchus 

Female 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

Male 

breast  

Female 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

9 

7 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Male 

uterus 

Female 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

2 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and 

Male 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

21 

29 

20 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

Female 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

19 

17 

23 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia... 

Male 

1 

1 

— 

Female 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

Male 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

1 

Female 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of 

Male 

94 

— 

— ^ 

— 

— 

3 

27 

32 

32 

nervous  system 

Female 

128 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

18 

45 

63 

18. 

Coronary  disease. 

Male 

130 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

41 

48 

34 

angina 

Female 

67 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

26 

24 

19. 

Hypertension  with 

Male 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

8 

7 

heart  disease... 

Female 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 

12 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

Male 

166 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

26 

43 

92 

Female 

182 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

25 

29 

124 

21. 

Other  circulatory 

Male 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

20 

disease 

Female 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

4 

12 

22. 

Influenza 

Male 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Female 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 •' 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

Male 

42 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

6 

23 

Female 

28 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

10 

24. 

Bronchitis 

Male 

55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

23 

14 

16 

Female 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

6 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of 

Male 

16 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

3 

7 

respiratory  system  ... 

Female 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

Male 

16 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

3 

3 

duodenum  ... 

Female 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis 

Male 

4 





— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

and  diarrhoea 

Female 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and 

Male 

12 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

5 

— 

nephrosis  

Female 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of 

Male 

14 

6 

8 

prostate 

Female 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE— 1954 

(Continued) 

(As  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes  

Male 

936 

46 

5 

2 

5 

56 

263 

257 

302 

Female 

743 

28 

5 

6 

3 

33 

145 

191 

332 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

Male 

abortion 

Female 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital 

Male 

19 

11 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

malformations 

Female 

7 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

Male 

76 

27 

1 

1 

— 

7 

15 

13 

12 

defined  diseases 

Female 

69 

14 

— 

1 

1 

3 

11 

14 

25 

33. 

Motor  vehicle 

Male 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

— 

accidents 

Female 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

Male 

20 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

8 

2 

4 

Female 

17 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

Male 

2 

2 

— 

Female 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  opera- 

Male 

tions  of  war 

Female 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  the  year  under  review  there  were  2,031  cases  of  measles, 
fortunately  without  a death.  In  1953  there  were  759  cases  notified. 
Whooping  cough  cases  numbered  394  compared  with  728  in  1953. 
There  was  one  death  from  whooping  cough. 

Poliomyelitis  cases  numbered  27.  23  cases  occurred  in  age  groups 

under  5 years  of  age.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  mild  to  moderate 
but  some  have  been  left  with  residual  paralysis.  There  was  no  death 
among  these  cases  it  is  gratifying  to  report. 

So  far  as  could  be  ascertained  there  was  no  connection  between 
cases  and  they  occurred  in  widespread  areas  of  the  town. 

Scarlet  fever  accounted  for  81  cases  compared  with  253  in  1953. 
Fortunately  all  were  mild.  One  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  and 
confirmed  during  the  year. 

There  were  182  cases  of  acute  ])riinary  and  influenzal  ])neuinonia 
notified  during  the  year. 

Otherwise,  the  occurrence  of  the  remaining  infectious  diseases  calls 
for  no  comment. 
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Food  Poisoning 

The  total  nuiuber  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  confirmed,  foIlo\vii,£ 
notification,  numbered  15. 

These  cases  were  fully  investigated.  Unfortunately  it  is  often  too 
late  when  the  notification  is  received  to  obtain  specimens  of  the 
suspected  food  for  anal^'sis.  Details  of  the  investigations  will  be  found 
later  in  the  report. 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected) 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Total 
2 0 2 11  15 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents  (Salmonella)  : 

Total  outbreaks  : 1 Total  cases  : 2 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause:  — 

Total  outbreaks  : 2 Total  cases  : 2 

Single  Cases:  — 

Agents  identified  11.  Unknown  cause  — . Total  11. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
was  220. 

This  number  shows  a decrease  of  34  from  that  of  1953. 

Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deatlis  certified  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  was  as 
follows : — 


Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

N()n-Resi)iratory  ...  ...  ...  3 


Tuberculosis  Register 


At  the  31st  December,  1954,  tlie  register  sliowed  an  inci'ease  of  80 
compared  witli  31st  December,  1953. 


Adults 

Children 
(under  15  yrs.) 

Total 

Respiratory — Male 

713 

64 

777 

Female 

560 

55 

615 

Non-Respiratory — Male 

34 

71 

105 

Female 

48 

61 

109 

Total — Male 

747 

135 

882 

Female 

608 

116 

724 

Totai, 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Cremation 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Referee  to  the  Landican 
Crematorium.  During  the  year,  1,560  cremations  took  place  compared 
with  1,358  in  1953. 

Medical  Examinations 

The  following  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Staff  during  the  year:  — 

Fitness  for  entry  into  the  Corporation’s  Service  554 

Fitness  for  entry  into  the  Local  Government  Super- 
annuation Scheme  203 

Re-exarninations  86 

Special  Reports  48 

Fitness  for  driving  P.S.  Vehicles  under  the  Road 

Traffic  Acts,  1930-1947  72 

Fitness  for  conducting  P.S.  Vehicles  under  the  Road 

Traffic  Acts,  1930-1947  12 

Examination  of  Gravediggers  for  signs  of  Silicosis  ...  12 

Examination  of  Tar  Workers  for  Tar  Worker’s 

Cancer  14 

Examination  of  candidates  for  entry  into  Teachers’ 

Training  Colleges  (Form  4 RTC)  65 

Examination  of  candidates  for  Employment  as 
Teachers  (Form  28  RQ)  8 


Total  Examinations  ...  1,074 
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INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS 


On  the  31st  December,  1954,  there  were  on  the  Eegister  of  Blind 
Persons,  the  names  of  123  males  and  169  females,  making  a total  of  292. 


The  names  of  16  males  and  26  females  were  added  to  the  Register 
during  the  year.  Removals  from  the  Borough  and  deaths  accounted 
for  the  deletion  of  the  names  of  14  males  and  18  females. 


On  the  31st  December,  1953,  the  names  of  122  males  and  160 
females  were  on  the  Register,  making  a total  of  282. 


The  number  of  names  on  the  Register  of  Partially  Sighted  Blind 
Persons  on  the  31st  December,  1954,  was  63 — 29  males  and  34  females. 
The  corresponding  number  on  the  same  date  in  1953  was  56 — 24  males 
and  32  females.  In  this  category  of  handicapped  persons,  the  names 
of  7 males  and  9 females  were  recorded.  1 male  and  3 females  were 
transferred  to  the  Register  of  Blind  Persons.  1 female  was  de-certified. 
1 male  and  3 females  died  during  the  year. 


Of  the  42  persons  certified  during  the  year  as  being  blind  within 
the  meaning  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  14  were  cataract 
cases.  5 were  suffering  from  the  advanced  stages  of  glaucoma.  6 had 
a combination  of  cataract  and  glaucoma.  The  cause  of  blindness  in 
a two-year-old  child  was  retrolental  fibroplasia.  Congenital  defects 
caused  blindness  in  4 instances  and  the  remaining  12  were  blind  due  to 
myopic  errors,  diabetes,  tuberculous  meningitis,  pituitary  tumour  and 
retinitis.  Treatment  had  been  recommended  in  1 case  of  cataract; 
3 glaucoma  patients  have  received  unsuccessful  treatment.  Once 
again,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notifications  do  not  figure  in  the 
Annual  Report. 


The  Observation  Register  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons  shows  that 
of  the  16  persons  included  in  this  category  during  the  year,  5 are 
cataract  cases,  4 are  under  treatment  for  glaucoma. Myopic  errors  and 
congential  defects  account  for  a further  4 cases.  The  remaining  cases 
are  suffering  from  complicated  defects  of  eyesight. 
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A — Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially 
Sighted  Persons. 


(i) 


(ii) 


Number  of  Cases 
registered  during  the 
year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7(c)  of 
Form  B.D.8  recom- 
mends : — 


(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (Medi- 

cal, surgical  or 
optical) 

Number  of  cases  at 
(i)(a)  above  which  on 
follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 


Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

1 

Glaucoma  Retrolental 

1 Fibroplasia 

i Others 

15 

2 

21 

4 

7 1 

1 8 

j 

1 

4 

B. — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which 

(a)  vision  lost 

(b)  vision  impaired 

(c)  treatment  continuing  at  end 

of  year 

Nil 
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EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 

There  are  no  reliable  figures  of  the  incidence  of  patients  suffering 
from  epilepsy  or  cerebral  palsy  in  the  town. 

The  survey  of  handicapped  persons  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report 
has  not  been  completed  owing  to  the  Welfare  Staff  being  depleted  due 
to  the  illness  of  the  Welfare  Officer. 

The  present  position  with  regard  to  children  suffering  from  cerebral 
palsy  is  as  follows  and  relates  to  the  number  of  Birkenhead  children 
known  to  be  suffering  from  spastic  conditions  as  at  31st  December, 
1954:— 

School  Children — 

Attending  ordinary  schools 
x\ttending  Day  Special  Scliool  for  Educa- 
tionally Subnormal  pupils 
Attending  Boarding  Special  School  for 
Physically  Handicapped  pupils 
At  home  not  receiving  education  ... 

Pre-School  Children — 

At  home  not  receiving  education 

Total  number  ... 


10  pupils 


2 

3 

29 

15 

44 


17 


LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH 
SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Ante-natal  Clinics 

Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  once  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic  and 
the  North  and  South  Clinics.  Clinics  were  held  on  152  occasions,  the 
number  of  patients  dealt  with  being  1,061  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  made  being  3,708.  Of  this  total,  76  patients  attended  the 
Clinics  during  the  previous  year. 

Below  are  set  out  the  details  of  attendances  at  Clinics:  — 


Clinic 

No.  of  Sessions 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of 
Attendances 

Central,  Conway  St. 

52 

486 

1441 

North  

51 

253  1 

i 1046 

South  

49 

322  1 

1221 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Clinics  were  being  held  as  follows:  — 

Central  Clinic:  Monday  and  Wecknesday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 
South  Clinic:  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 
North  Clinic:  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 
Balls  Road  Clinic:  Thursday  and  Friday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 
Upton  Clinic:  Tuesday  afternoons,  2 to  5 ]).m. 

Woodchurch  Clinic:  Monday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.m. 
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Attendances  at  Clinics.  Below  are  set  out  details  of  attendances  at 
Clinics ; 


Include  Toddler  Clinics 
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Toddler  Clinics 

Toddler  Clinics,  for  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  d years  are 
held  at  North  and  South  f'linics  each  Monday,  between  the  ho  n - <d 
2 to  5 p.m. 

Day  Nurseries 

Owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  children  attending  the 
nurseries,  the  number  of  places  and  staff  have  been  reduced  at  each 
nursery. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  during  the  year. 


Name  of 
Nursery 

Capacity 

No.  on  register  at 
end  of  the  year 

.Average  daily  atten- 
dances during  the 
year 

0 — 2 

2 — 5 ; 

0 — 2 

2-5 

Cavendish  Road 

30  places 

12 

15  i 

8 

16 

Old  Chester  Road 

25  „ 

4 

14  j 

8 

12 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1948 

There  is  one  registration  under  this  Act,  72  Cavendish  Drive.  One 
Nursery  closed  during  the  year. 

Nursing  Homes  Registration. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  Nursing  Homes  registered 
in  the  Borough.  During  1954  one  Nursing  Home  closed  down,  one 
was  re-registered  and  one  opened. 

All  Nursing  Homes  were  inspected  periodically  by  the  Senior 
Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

Arrangements  are  in  operation  for  unmarried  mothers  to  be 
provided  with  accommodation  in  IMotlier  and  Baby  Homes  before  and 
after  confinement  for  periods  averaging  12  weeks. 

During  the  past  year  14  unmarried  mothers  were  admitted  to  the 
undermentioned  Homes:  — 

1 case — Hoylake  Home  for  IMothers  and  Babies. 

10  cases — St.  Monica’s,  Liverpool. 

1 case — Mother  and  Baby  Home,  Crewe. 

1 case — Steel  House,  Wallasey. 

1 case — Elmswood,  Liverpool. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

During  the  year  227  premature  babies  were  born,  34  were  stillborn 
and  198  were  born  alive,  of  these  165  were  born  in  Hospitals  or  Nursing 
Homes  and  62  were  born  at  home. 

Convalescent  Treatment 

The  number  of  cases  recommended  for  treatment  during  the  year 
was  19, 
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Voluntary  Agencies  Assisted  by  Local  Authority 

(a)  St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent.  Number  of  attendances  during 
year : — 

Children  under  1 year  85  1st  visits,  362  revisits. 

(b)  Birkenhead  and  District  Mothers'  Welfare  Clinic.  Of  the  751 
new  patients  who  were  given  advice  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year,  160 
were  residents  of  the  Borough. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  was  one  maternal  death  (an  inward  transfer)  during  the 
year. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

On  the  28th  June,  1954,  responsibility  for  the  distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods  was  transferred  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  Local 
Authority.  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Vitamin  Capsules  and 
National  Dried  Milk  are  issued  at  twelve  centres  in  the  town  at  the 
times  shown  below:  — 


12  Hamilton  Square:  Each  week-day  9.0  a.m.  to  1.0  p.m.  and 

2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m.  Saturday:  9.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon. 

Central  Clinic,  3 Conway  Street  (Entrance — Oliver  Street)  : Mon- 
day, Wednesday,  2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 

W.V.S.  Centre,  70  Grange  Eoad  West:  IMonday,  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day and  Friday,  10.15  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.,  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m.,  Thurs- 
day 10.15  a.m  to  12.30  p.m,,  Saturday  10.15  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

North  Clinic,  Park  Eoad  West:  Wednesday  and  Thursday  2.0  p.m. 
to  5.0  p.m. 

48a  Hoylake  Eoad:  Tuesday  and  Friday  9.0  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Friday  2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 

Church  Hall  Clinic,  Upton:  Tuesday  2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 
Woodchurch  Clinic,  Co-operative  Hall,  Woodchurch  Eoad:  Monday 

2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 

Balls  Eoad  Clinic:  Thursday  and  Friday  2.0  p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Water  Office  Annexe,  601  Borough  Eoad:  Monday  2.0  p.m.  to 

5.0  p.m. 

171  Old  Chester  Eoad;  Wednesday  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

South  Clinic,  Bedford  Avenue:  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  2.0  p.m. 
to  5.0  p.m. 

St.  Peter’s  Hall,  Morecroft  Eoad:  Tuesday  2.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m., 
Friday  10.0  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Welfare  Foods  are  supplied  in  exchange  for  postage  stamps: 
National  Dried  Milk  lOJd.  per  tin;  Orange  Juice  5d.  per  bottle. 

Members  of  the  W.V.S.  continue  to  staff  the  centres  at  70  Grange 
Eoad  West  and  St.  Peter’s  Hall,  Eock  Ferry. 


21 


MIDWIYES  SERVICE 

Number  of  Midwives 

During  the  year  09  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to 
practice  in  the  Dorough,  as  follows:  — 

Municipal  Mid  wives  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Maternity  Hospital  iMidwife  ...  ...  ...  1 

Private  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Midwives  in  Hospitals  and  Institutions  ...  4o 

Midwives  in  Private  Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  7 

69 

Supervision 

Dr.  A.  M.  Williams,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  acts  as 
Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  iMidwives.  ^fiss  ^I.  Pringle, 
S.K.N.,  S.G.M.,  M.T.D.,  carried  out  the  following  work:  — 


Inspection  of  midwives:  \dsits  to  midwives  homes  ...  ^3 

interviews  at  Office  ...  ...  468 

Nursing  visits  ...  ...  144 

Visits  in  connection  with:  — 

Cases  requiring  medical  aid  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Cases  of  puerperal  j^yrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cases  of  oj)hthalniia  neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cases  of  stillbirth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  173 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Attendances  at  Ante-natal  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  119 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives — 916 


The  number  of  domiciliary  conhnements  attended  by  midwives 
alone  (no  doctor  being  in  attendance)  numbered  599. 

Cases  requiring  medical  aid 

43  cases  were  notified  by  midwives  in  which  medical  aid  had  been 
called,  as  against  64  last  year. 

Notifications  received  from  Midwives 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

* Substitution  of  artificial  feeding  ...  ...  179 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  0 

* Including  hospital  iiotitications 

DOMICILIARY  SERVICE 
(a)  Municipal  Midwives 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  ^Municipal  IMidwives 
during  the  year:  — 

No.  of  Bookings  ...  ...  ...  ...  836 

No.  of  Births  attended — 

(a)  as  Maternity  Nurse  ...  244 

(b)  as  Midwife  ...  ...  444 

688 


No.  of  visits  to  patients 


17,085 
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Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital 

The  following  is  a suniinary  of  the  domiciliary  work  carried  out 
by  the  Hos2)ital  Midwifery  Staff  under  an  agreement  between  the  Locaj 


Authority  and  the  Hospital  Authority:  — 

No.  of  bookings  132 

No.  of  domiciliary  births  131 

No.  of  visits  to  homes  of  patients  3,970 


independent  Midwives 

Independent  Midwives  attended  35  cases  as  Midwives  and  49  cases 
as  Alaternity  Nurses  during  the  year. 

Gas  and  air  analgesia 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  by  the  Municipal  Midwi^^es 
to  439  patients,  and  by  the  Maternity  Hospital  District  jMidwifery  Staff 
to  102  patients. 

Before  gas  and  air  analgesia  is  administered,  the  patient  must  be 
examined  by  a doctor  and  pronounced  fit. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

The  Health  Visiting  Staff  consists  of  a Superintendent  and  IG 
Health  Visitors.  They  carry  out  duties  in  connection  with  the  ^^laternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services  for  the  Borough  and  also  act  as  School 
Health  Nurses.  Each  Health  Visitor  is  allotted  a district  of  the 
Borough  for  which  she  is  responsible. 


Visiting  in  the  Home. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  by  Health  Visitors:  — 

2,572  first  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year  old. 

10,289  subsequent  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year  old. 

18,342  routine  visits  were  paid  to  infants  over  one  year  and  under 
five  years  old. 

*187  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

102  re-visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

602  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  miscellaneous  matters. 
4,911  visits  were  paid  in  which  no  access  could  be  obtained. 

* Does  not  include  visits  paid  by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of 
Midwives. 


Clinic  Duties 

Health  Visitors  attended  1,649  Clinic  Sessions  during  the  year 
(1,317  Infant  Welfare;  177  Ante-natal;  70.  Sunlight;  85  Superannuation 
Sessions) . 


Visits  to  Tuberculous  Cases 

The  homes  of  tuberculous  persons  are  visited  by  Health  Visiting 
Staff,  with  the  object  of  giving  advice  to  the  patient  and  the  family. 
Health  Visitors  made  223  first  visits  and  4,157  re-visits. 
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HOME)  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  Agreement  between  the  Local  Authority  and  the  Birkenhead 
District  Nursing  Society  under  which  the  Society  provided  home  nurs- 
ing services  for  residents  of  the  Borough,  terminated  by  mutual  con- 
sent on  the  30th  September,  1954,  from  which  date  the  Local  Authority 
assumed  direct  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  this  service. 

The  Superintendent  and  Nursing  Staff  transferred  to  the  employ 
of  the  Local  Authority,  and  the  provision  of  the  service  continued  as 
heretofore. 

The  Nursing  Staff  operates  from  the  Nurses’  Home,  2 Park  Road 
South,  and  the  Staff  employed  at  31st  December  consisted  of  1 Super- 
intendent, 2 full  time  nurses  resident  at  the  Home,  and  13  full  time 
and  4 part  time  Nurses  non-resident. 

The  demands  on  the  service  continue  to  increase  and  though  fewer 
cases  were  attended  during  the  year,  more  visits  were  paid.  During 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954,  2,889  cases  received  75,703  visits 
as  compared  with  3,051  cases  and  71,984  visits  during  1953. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  and  illness,  this  increase  in  visits  would 
h.ave  proved  very  difficult  to  provide  had  it  not  been  made  possible 
to  treat  some  of  the  cases  requiring  attention  at  the  Nurses’  Home. 
Many  patients  who  were  not  confined  to  the  house  found  it  irksome  to 
wait  for  the  Nurses  to  visit  them  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
treatment  of  these  cases  at  the  Home  at  certain  specified  times.  This 
new  arrangement  has  proved  to  be  popular  and  a number  of  patients 
for  injections  and  minor  dressings  now  attend  the  Home  each  day  with 
a consequent  saving  of  time  to  Nurses  employed  on  the  District. 

The  loan  of  nursing  equipment  to  patients  under  treatment  con- 
tinues. A nominal  charge  is- made  for  the  loan  dependent  upon  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  but  in  actual  fact  most  articles  are  loaned 
free  of  charge. 


Summary  of  Cases  nursed  during  the  year 

Brought  forward  from  1953  445 

New  cases  2,444 


Total  cases  nursed  2,889 


Number  of  patients  who  were  over  65  at  the 

time  of  first  visit  1,002 

Number  of  patients  who  were  under  5 at  the 

time  of  the  first  visit  103 

Nursing  Services  provided  for  new  cases  at  the  request  of: — 

Doctors  2,273 

Patients,  Relatives  and  Friends  36 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  8 

Hospitals  123 

Other  sources  4 


2,444 


25 


Classification  of  Cases  Nursed  and  Visits  paid 


Cases 

Visits 

(1)  Medical  

....  2,318 

65,074 

(2)  Surgical  

260 

4,706 

(8)  Infectious  

3 

11 

(4)  Tuberculosis  

238 

5,433 

(5)  Maternal  Complications  

66 

458 

(6)  Others  

4 

21 

Visits 

To  patients  over  65  years  of  age  29,877 

To  patients  under  5 years  of  age  721 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

It  is  estimated  that  46  per  cent,  of  children  under  five  years  and 
82  per  cent,  of  the  school  population  have  been  immunised. 

The  number  of  children  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

0 — 4 years  

1,401 

40 

5 — 9 years  

656 

1,449 

10 — -14  years  

64 

214 

15  years  and  over  

6 

12 

2,127 

1,715 

This  work  was  shared  as  follows  l^etween  General  Practitioners  and 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Health  Department. 

Medical  Officers  General 


Practitioners 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  1,535  592 

Reinforcing  injections  against  Diphtheria  1,519  196 

Combined  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria 

immunisation  — 219 


Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

Requests  for  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  were  dealt 
with  at  the  Clinics  as  follows:  — 

0 — 1 years 


2—3 


4— 5 

5— 6 
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19 

10 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  year  the  following  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out: 
By  Medical  Officers  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  395 
By  General  Practitioners  1,111 


1,506 
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The  accompanying  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  the  persons 
vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated). 


Age  at  Date  of 
Vaccination 

1 0--1  i 

1 Years 

! 1 to  2 1 

Years  ■ 

2 to  4 
Years 

' 5 to  14 
Years 

! 15  Years 
& over 

Total 

Number  vaccinated... 

437 

384  I 

1 

85 

56 

56 

1018 

Number  re-vaccinated 

- 1 

10 

38 

430 

478 

Number  of  cases  specially  reported  (age  groups  as  above) 


(a)  Generalised 

Vaccinia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Post- Vaccinal 
Encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(c)  Death  from 
complications  of 
vaccination  other 
than  (a)  and  (b) 







_ 

1 

! 

1 

The  case  of  post-vaccinal  enceplialitis  was  diagnosed  clinically. 
Unfortunately  no  post-mortem  examination  was  made  to  confirm  the 
diagnosis. 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  is  a matter  of  concern.  Fewer 
infants  each  year  are  vaccinated  against  smallpox  and  the  ever  present 
risk  of  smallpox  in  these  days  of  rapid  transport  is  a real  one. 


The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  each  year  since  1933  : 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  R.  G.  Wray,  Chief  Fire  Orficer.  for  '.i:-; 
tollowing  report  in  regard  to  the  Ambulance  Service  for  the  y--.;r  I'.eM. 
J should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  services  rendered  bv  Mr.  Wrav  ari  l 
the  members  of  his  staff,  whose  keenness  and  enthusiasm  have  main- 
tained the  service  in  a high  state  of  efficiency. 

44,d08  calls  were  responderl  to,  an  ii  (-rease  of  u -ci  18.").;. 

which  was  the  previous  highest.  A study  of  the  various  types  of  c.dl. 
however,  shows  that  but  for  an  increase  of  473  in  special  service  and  of 
56  in  abortive  calls,  a reduction  would  have  been  achieved. 

It  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  special  service  calls,  which  arc 
primarily  responsible  for  the  increase,  are  in  respect  of  duties  onis  dc 
the  score  of  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  and 
which  have  been  progressively  added  to  since  the  Appointed  Hay. 
I refer  to  the  provision  of  trans])ort  for  midwives,  the  carriage  cf  ea- 
and  air  machines,  and  child  and  maternity  clinic  equii'iijent.  These 
are,  of  course,  a Tjocal  Health  Authority’s  responsibilities,  and  if  thev 
must  continue  to  be  performed  by  your  Ambulance  Service  then  I 
consider  thought  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a smaller  vehicle 
for  the  purpose. 

The  tendency  reported  upon  last  year  for  more  County  Borouvh 
residents  to  be  conveyed  to  hospitals  outside  the  town  continued  to 
grow.  In  spite  of  this  and  of  the  increase  in  calls,  mileaee  was  reduced 
by  7,630  miles.  This  has  been  achieved  party  by  radio  control  and 
partly  through  even  greater  co-ordination. 

Our  experience  now  sliows  that  in  the  1055  repiactucent  programme, 
allowance  should  be  made  for  an  additional  sitting  case  vehicle  in  lieu 
of  one  ambulance  to  permit  of  even  more  co-ordination  of  journeys. 

Finally,  I have  to  express  my  thanks  to  everybody  with  whom  we 
work,  hospital  staffs,  general  practitioners  and  the  Fmergency  Bed 
Bureau  for  their  co-operation  and  understanding.  ^Mistakes  are  made 
on  both  sides,  but  when  one  considers  the  volume  of  work  handled 
these  days  in  hospitals,  surgeries  and  an  Ambulance  Service  Control 
Room,  such  mistakes  are  an  infinitesimal  percentage  of  the  whole. 


Standbys 

Standby  For 

Standby  From 

W allasey 

50 

Wallasey  4 

Bebiiigton 

14 

Bebington  1 

Heeside 

4 

Heeside  — 

Classification  of  Calls 

Type 

Calls  Patients 

]\[ileagt 

Emergency  

5,083  5,121 

21,223 

Removals  

36,910  37,362 

115,955 

Special  Services  

1,835  — 

6,833 

Abortive  

480  — 

44,308  42,483 

1,163 

145,174 
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Comparison  with  Previous  Years 

Year 

1951  

1952  

1953  

1954  


Calls 

38,464 

40,814 

44,090 

44,308 


Mutual  Assistance 


Assistance  to  Calls 

^\^allasey  31 

Cheshire  25 

Others  25 


81 


Assistance  from  Calls 

Wallasey  — 

Cheshire  — 


Mileage 

157,386 

141,248 

152,804 

145,174 


Mileage 

714 

'471 

363 


1,548 


Mileage 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

This  scheme  is,  for  the  time  being,  restricted  to  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  and  to  a lesser  extent  to  those  suffering  from  mental 
illness. 

Tuberculosis,  Care  and  After-care  Committee. 

This  Committee  consists  of  representatives  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, the  Corkhill  Charity  Trust,  the  Eed  Cross  Society  and  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Brigade,  and  deals  with  the  tuberculosis  section  of  the 
Scheme. 

Under  arrangements  wdth  the  Liverpool  Eegional  Hospital  Board, 
the  services  of  Dr.  Blackstock,  Tuberculosis  Officer,  are  available  to 
deal  with  cases  coming  under  the  Scheme. 

The  Chest  Clinic  at  42  Hamilton  Square  is  the  headquarters  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Almoner,  wEo  works  in  conjunction  with  the  Chest 
Clinic  Staff  housed  in  the  same  building.  In  order  that  contact  may 
be  maintained  with  the  354  Birkenhead  residents  who  attend  the  Chest 
Clinic  at  Mill  Lane  Hospital,  Wallasey,  for  review  or  treatment,  the 
Almoner  attends  the  Wallasey  Clinic  on  one  morning  each  week. 

Chalets,  nursing  requisites,  beds  and  blankets,  destructable  sputum 
cups  and  paper  handkerchiefs  are  supplied  to  patients  where  necessary. 
A supply  of  free  milk  is  provided  for  patients  in  need  of  extra  nourish- 
menl. 

During  the  year  the  Almoner  held  2,013  clinic  interviews  with 
patients  and  relatives;  913  home  and  hospital  visits  were  made;  173 
cases  were  referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  for  financial  help. 

58  families  living  in  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  were 
referred  to  the  Housing  Committee  for  consideration  and  39  families 
were  provided  with  Corporation  houses  during  the  year. 

The  Corkhill  Trust  continues  to  give  financial  help  to  patients  and 
their  families  when  required.  The  cost  of  Christmas  festivities,  coach 
trips  during  the  summer  and  extra  comforts  for  patients  in  hospital 
and  at  home  was  provided  by  the  Trust. 

25  patients  w^ere  referred  to  the  Corkhill  Trust  and  other  organisa- 
tions for  convalescent  treatment.  Holidays  for  17  patients  were 
provided  by  the  Trust. 

Health  Visiting. 

Each  new  case  of  tuberculosis  is  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  is  visited  by  a Health  Visitor  who,  on  the  initial 
visit,  obtains  details  of  all  contacts  and  makes  a report  to  the  Tuber- 
culosis Medical  Officer  on  the  housing  and  family  conditions, 
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x\dvice  is  given  as  to  methods  of  nursing  and  prevention  of  the 
spread  of  infection.  Visits  continue  at  regular  intervals  until  the 
patient  is  removed  from  the  register. 

Occupational  Therapy. 

Occupational  Therapy  classes  are  held  each  Thursday  afternoon  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  St.  James’  Hospital.  A course  of  dressmaking  is 
provided  for  the  women  patients  and  handicrafts  for  the  male  patients. 

Arrangements  are  in  operation  whereby  a number  of  Birkenhead 
cases  attend  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop,  Wallasey,  for  occupational 
therapy. 

Rehabilitation. 

During  the  year  under  review,  95  patients  were  passed  as  fit  for 
full-time  employment;  73  registered  under  the  Disabled  Persons 
(Employment)  Act,  1944,  being  referred  to  the  Disablement  Eehabilita- 
tion  Officers  for  training  and/or  placing  in  suitable  employment. 

The  Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officers  placed  48  patients  during 
the  year ; 7 patients  found  their  own  employment ; 1 young  male 
patient  was  articled  to  a Quantity  Surveyor;  1 female  patient  was 
accepted  as  an  Assistant  Nurse  Trainee  at  Cleaver  Sanatorium,  and 
6 were  accepted  as  trainees  under  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Training 
Scheme  and  placed  in  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop  at  Wallasey. 

Institutional  Rehabilitation  was  provided  for  4 patients;  3 at  the 
Wrenbury  Hall  Training  College  and  1 patient  continues  his  rehabilita- 
tion course  at  Derwen  Cripples’  Training  College. 

Two  patients  were  sent  to  Ministry  of  Labour  Rehabilitation 
Centres  for  short-term  rehabilitation  and  assessment  as  to  the  type 
of  w^ork  or  training  which  lay  within  their  capability. 

The  placing  of  patients  in  suitable  employment  continues  to  be  one 
of  the  major  problems  in  connection  with  the  treatment  and  care  of 
the  tuberculous.  The  number  of  patients  of  the  labouring  type  who 
are  either  too  old  or  not  suitable  for  training  in  lighter  occupations, 
and  who  are  not  fit  to  return  to  their  previous  work,  far  exceeds  the 
positions  available  for  such  men.  In  addition,  there  are  certain 
severely  disabled  men  for  whom  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  work  of  which 
they'  are  capable  within  easy  travelling  distance  of  their  homes.  In 
the  absence  of  sheltered  employment  in  industries  specially  set  up  for 
the  employment  of  severely  disabled  men  and  women  in  the  Borough, 
the  problem  remains  unsolved. 

Examination  of  Contacts 

During  the  year  167  primary  notifications  were  received  and  807 
adult  contacts  were  called  for  X-ray  examination.  611  children  were 
called  for  clinical  examination  and  Mantoux  test.  973  contacts 
attended  for  examination,  the  results  being  as  follows: — 
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Adults  Children  under 


F emale 

Male 

15  year.-^ 

Total 

Diagnosed  as  suffering 

from  tuberculosis 

6 

9 

— 

15 

Diagnosed  as  non- 

tuberculous  ... 

155 

289 

492 

936 

Not  determined  at  31st 

December,  1954 

4 

9 

9 

22 

165 

307 

501 

973 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  of  the  807  adult  con- 
tacts who  were  given  the  opportunity  to  attend  for  X-ray.  472  attended 
In  comparison,  611  children  were  called  for  examination  and  501 
attended. 

B.C.G.  Yaccination. 

As  stated  before,  501  children  attended  for  clinical  examination 
and  Mantoux  test.  Of  this  number,  58  were  found  to  have  a positive 
Mantoux  and  were  sent  for  X-ray  examination.  One  child  was  found 
to  be  suffering  from  jaundice  and  was  not  vaccinated.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  85  children  to  be  vaccinated  at  other  clinics  or  hospitals ; 
the  parents  of  185  cliildren  refused  vaccination  on  their  behalf ; 272 
children  received  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

During  the  year,  1,246  re-attendances  were  made  by  children 
vaccinated  in  previous  years. 

Six  Student  Nurses  were  vaccinated  during  the  year  under  review. 

During  the  year  approval  was  given  to  the  extension  of  the 
arrangements  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  include  school  children  between 
the  ages  of  13  and  14  years.  (The  testing  and  vaccination  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  Medical  Staff  of  this  Department) . 

Of  the  71  children  tested,  34  were  negative  and  were  given  B.C.G. 
vaccination.  In  all  cases  conversion  to  INIantoux  positive  took  place. 
Following  the  discovery  of  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  in  two  schools 
arrangements  were  made  for  an  early  visit  in  1955  of  the  ]\lass  Kadio- 
graphy  Unit  to  these  schools  to  carry  out  a survey. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

During  the  year  1954  the  number  of  persons  provided  with 
domesic  help  was  488  against  480  in  1953 — an  increase  of  8. 

At  the  31st  December  5 full  time  and  41  part  time  workers  were 
employed. 

The  services  of  Domestic  Helps  are  available  for  confinement  and 
post-confinement  cases  and  for  persons  owing  to  sickness,  infirmity  or 
other  reasons  requiring  assistance  in  the  home.  In  many  cases  the 
domestic  help  service  provided  to  aged,  infirm  and  chronic  sick  persons 
enables  them  to  continue  to  live  in  their  own  homes  and  consequently 
relieves  the  demand  for  hospital  accommodation. 

There  is  a charge  for  the  service  but  wliere  the  person  requiring 
help  cannot  pay  the  full  charge  it  is  reduced  according  to  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Domestic  helps  report  weekly  to  the  Domestic  Help  Organiser, 
giving  a resumd  of  the  week’s  work,  and  in  the  case  of  the  aged  and 
infirm  drawing  attention  to  tliose  who  may  need  medical  attention, 
clothing,  bedding,  etc.  In  dealing  with  these  cases  the  Organiser 
continues  to  work  in  close  co-operation  with  medical  practitioners,  the 
Welfare  Department,  the  National  Assistance  Board  and  voluntary 
organisations. 

During  the  year,  1,784  visits  were  paid  to  households  by  the 
Domestic  Help  Organiser  and  her  assistant  in  investigating  applica- 
tions. 

Cases  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  Year: — 


Maternity  58 

Illness,  etc 53 

Chronic  Sick  284 


Aged  and  Infirm  fi3 

488 


Number  of  Hours  worked  by  Domestic  Helpers: — 


IMaternity,  Illness,  etc.,  cases  7,883 

Aged,  Infirm  and  Chronic  Sick  Cases  53,763 


61,646 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Psychiatric  Clinic  (St.  Catherine’s  Hospital) 

Xo.  of  Cases  referred  to  Clinic  by  D.A.O.  ^ 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  from  Clinic  to  D.A.O.’s 

“No  Action  ’’  Cases 

These  are  cases  where,  after  investigation,  it 
under  the  Lunacy  and  iMental  Treatment  Act 
Assistance,  which  can  be  described  as  prevent 
appropriate  cases,  and  they  were  referred  to  th 
bodies  most  likely  to  help  them. 

No  further  action  

To  Welfare  Officer  

To  Police  

To  Creneral  Practitioners  

To  Hospitals  

After-Care  Cases  dischai-ged  from  Hental  IT 
Clinics : — 

Referred  for  After-Care  45 

Refused  After-Care  25 


M. 

f. 

0 

5 

1 

40 

s4 

.'as  found  that  action 

was 

not 

necessarv. 

m,” 

was  afforded  in 

official  or 

voluntary 

.M. 

F. 

Total 

15 

1(1 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

G 

4 

10 

u it^d 

s or  1 

'^ychiatri  • 

*M. 

F. 

Total 

45 

49 

94 

25 

20 

45 

LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS 


Admissions  to  Hospitals  under 

the  Lunacy 

Act 

, 1890  ias 

amended)  : — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

for  1953 

Sec.  20  (3  Day  Detention  Order)... 

SI 

82 

163 

121 

Sec.  21  (14  Day  Justice’s  Order) 

13 

18 

31 

45 

Sec.  16  (Certification)  

8S 

156 

244 

184 

Sec.  5 (Private  Patients)  

1 

0 

1 

0 

Sec.  64/67  (Transfers)  

1 

1 

0 

0 

Sec.  11  (Urgency  Orders)  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dealt  with  for  other  L.A.’s  

53 

57 

110 

108 

Admissions  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930 

(as  ai 

nended) : — 

Sec.  1 (1)  (Voluntary  Patients)  ... 

65 

49 

114 

62 

Sec.  1 (2)  (Voluntary  Patient 

under  16)  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sec.  5 (Temporary  Patients)  

0 

3 

3 

2 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  have 

given 

assistance 

and  advice 

regarding  the  admission  of  patients  to  private  mental  hospitals  am.V 
private  wards  of  mental  hospitals. 

Admissions  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act  are  being  restricted 
as  are  certified  cases  due  to  shortage  of  accommodation.  Cases  dealt 
with  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act  are  first  seen  by  a Psychiatrist. 

Board  of  Control  Circular  999 

Cases  from  the  areas  of  other  Local  Health  Authorities  detained  in 
Birkenhead  Mental  Hospital,  in  which  the  Birkenhead  Duly  xAuthorised 
Officers  undertook  certification  and,  where  necessary,  removal  to  other 
Mental  Hospitals:  — 

Males  Females  Total  Total  for  1953 

53  57  no.  103 
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Hospital  Admissions 

At  the  local  Mental  Hospital,  accommodation  for  female  patients 
over  65  years  is  very  limited,  and  in  the  case  of  all  types  and  ages  of 
male  patients,  accommodation  became  unobtainable  from  the  latter 
part  of  1954. 

The  number  of  patients  dealt  with  under  the  Acts  was  537,  of 
whom  424  were  new  cases.  A further  25  cases  w'ere  investigated  but 
required  no  statutory  action.  94  cases  were  referred  for  after-care. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  mental  illness  in  this  Borough  has 
shewn  a considerable  increase  during  the  year,  and  some  increase  is 
noted  in  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  on  behalf  of  other  Local  Health 
Authorities  in  accordance  with  Circular  999. 

The  Justices  who  undertake  the  duties  under  the  Lunacy  Acts  are 
deserving  of  the  thanks  of  all  concerned  for  their  unfailing  attention 
which  they  have  given,  not  only  to  Birkenhead  cases,  but  to  those  of 
other  Authorities  where  statutory  action  was  required.  Many  cases 
occur  at  inconvenient  times,  and  the  interest  and  ready  co-operation 
of  the  Justices  with  the  Doctors  and  Duly  Authorised  Officers  is 
greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  number  of 
Voluntary  Patients  admitted  to  Deva  Hospital,  Chester. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  distribution  of  Birkenhead  i\Iental 


Defectives  was  as  follows:  — 

No  on  Register  374 

No.  in  Institution  175 

No.  on  licence  from  Institutions  5 

No.  under  Guardianship  3 

No.  under  Home  Supervision  191 
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New  Cases  notified  to  the  Local  Health 

Authority 

arose  as 

follows : — 

M. 

E. 

Total 

Under  Education  Act,  1944,  Sec.  57  (3) 

5 

3 

8 

Under  Education  Act,  1944,  Sec.  57  (5) 

2 

1 

3 

Other  sources  (transfers  in,  etc.)  

1 

6 

7 

8 

10 

18 

(ii)  Removals  from  Register  M. 

Deaths,  removals  from  the  area,  etc.  3 
Cancellations  of  Notification  (under 

Education  Act,  1944-48,  Sec.  8 0 

Dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  Acts  1 


F.  Total 

1 4 

0 0 

1 2 


2 


4 


6 
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At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  22  cases  in  urgent  need  of 
permanent  institutional  accommodation.  Of  these  7 defectives  were  in 
Place  of  Safety  ” acconniiodation. 

The  shortage  of  permanent  institutional  accommodation  continues 
to  give  much  cause  for  concern,  particularly  in  the  case  of  defective 
boys  under  the  age  of  16  years.  It  is  understood  that  the  shortage  is 
due  as  much  to  the  scarcity  of  nursing  staff  as  lack  of  beds.  The 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  Bed  Bureaux  now 
operate  a joint  Bed  Bureau  for  the  purpose  of  allocating  all  accom- 
modation for  mental  defectives  in  the  two  regions. 


Guardianship 

One  male  defective  was  placed  under  the  Guardianship  of  his 
mother,  making  a total  of  three  male  defectives  under  Guardianship, 
each  of  whom  are  in  receipt  of  an  allowance  from  the  National  Assist- 
ance Board. 

There  is  a further  case  of  guardianship  in  the  Borough,  a boy  who 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Denbighshire  County  Council,  and  whose 
guardian  receives  a financial  grant  from  that  Authority.  The  super- 
vision of  the  case  is  carried  out  by  the  Mental  Deficiency  Officer. 

Home  Supervision 

Visiting  of  mental  defectives  under  home  supervision  was  carried 
out  by  the  Mental  Deficiency  Officer.  During  the  year  509  visits  were 
paid  and  432  reports  were  obtained. 

Occupation  Centre 

Birkenhead  mental  defectives  continue  to  attend  the  Wallasey 
Occupation  Centre:  attendances  averaged  27  daily  during  the  year. 

A Christmas  Party  was  held  at  the  Centre  for  the  children. 
Parents  were  invited  to  attend,  and  examples  of  work  done  were  shewn 
to  tlie  ])areiits.  The  children  gave  a concert  of  items  of  singing  and 
dancing.  The  skill  and  i)atience  of  the  staff  of  the  Centre  were  fully 
demonstrated  by  the  })erformance  of  the  children. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1958 

Duties  under  this  Act  have  been  assigned  to  the  Welfare  Committee 
of  the  Council. 

By  a resolution  of  the  Council  the  Medical  (3fficer  of  Health  is  in 
administrative  control  of  the  Welfare  Department,  the  staff  of  which 
is  housed  in  the  Health  Department  Offices. 

There  is  the  utmost  co-operation  between  the  staffs  and  useful 
information  about  handicapped  persons  or  aged  and  infirm  is  exchanged 
between  Health  Visitors,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Duly  Authorised  Officers, 
Domestic  Help  Organiser  and  the  Welfare  Department. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  in  any  case  under  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  during  the  year  under  review. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  principal  source  of  supply  is  Alwen  Reservoir  in  Denbighshire, 
but  subsidiary  supplies  are  obtained  from  Flaybrick  and  Springhill 
Wells  situated  in  the  Borough. 

The  Alwen  supply  is  soft  in  character  and  the  mixed  Alwen  and 
Wells  supply  as  distributed  within  the  Borough  is  classed  as  moderately 
soft.  It  is  both  good  in  quality  and  quantity  and  is  not  liable  to  have 
plumbo  solvent  action. 

In  view,  however,  of  rising  demands  within  the  Birkenhead  Under- 
taking, an  additional  source  of  supply  has  been  secured  on  the  River 
Dee  above  Chester  and  construction  work  is  expected  to  commence  in 
the  near  future  on  this  scheme. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  both  of  the  raw  water  and 
fully  treated  water  before  going  into  supply. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  at  monthly  intervals,  and 
the  results,  so  far  as  the  treated  water  is  concerned,  are  universally 
satisfactory  and  show  in  all  cases  complete  freedom  from  bacteriological 
impurity. 

All  the  houses  in  the  Borough,  of  which  there  are  approximately 
37,608,  are  supplied  with  water  direct,  and  there  are  no  houses  supplied 
by  means  of  stand-pipes. 
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HOUSING  & ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

Previous  reports  regarding  the  unsatisfaftorv  t .-.i. ...  ^ 

to  apply  to  the  year  1954.  During  the  fir.-t  ei;.:ht  UiOnth'  i r 

there  were  two  vacancies  on  the  e;-t;ihli.sn;!ient  '-f  -li  *ri  -t  in-;  - 
It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  re-arrange  the  ni-rri-'-  ■ 'i. 

remaining  inspectors  could  share  the  work  between  :h  T.  ..  i..  . 

appointnjents  were  made — one  in  August  and  the  oiner  in  hT  l.  , 

so  that  for  one  month  there  was  a full  staff.  Unfortunately  in  De.-en.ber 
one  inspector  retired  on  reaching  the  age  nf  05  ve  i-  ; ; , ^ ’ e 

notice  of  his  resignation  on  Itecendjer  31st  as  he  h td  I'-  'ile.l  to  hn  ; 
more  congenial  or  luci’ative  work  out.'ide  looal  gover.  ]•  ent.  hi  order 
to  assist  in  overcoming  the  aeiite  .shortage  of  insj  • ir-  the  He^Ag], 
Committee  appointed  a jaijul  sanitary  ii'Siiector  foi-  ' rio  l of  *2  ye  rs. 

As  a result  of  these  difficulties  the  in.'pe'-tlon  of  houses  for  slum 
clearance,  overcrowding,  the  inspeetion  of  fact<*ries.  -hop-  ; i work- 
places have  had  to  be  cuidailed. 

INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 
UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

All  repairs  to  houses  have  been  secured  as  the  result  of  serving 
notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1930.  No  notices  were  served 


under  the  repairs  section  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  and  it  hr*s  not  been 
])0ssible  to  resume  house  to  house  insjjcction  uialer  that  Act  as  w.is 
carried  out  in  the  years  up  to  1939. 

4,094  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  This  is  in  cddition 
to  complaints  made  to  the  ins])ector.s  on  their  distrifts. 

Number  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Aet  10,956 

Number  of  re-inspectious  under  tlie  Piddic  Health  Act  ...  16,649 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  under  the  lTil)li-c  Health 

Act  8, 60S 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 

Act  1,46(1 

Average  number  of  notices  outstanding  SCO 

Number  of  notices  coni})lied  with  during  the  year  3,188 

Number  of  defects  remedied  during  the  year  8,357 

Summary  of  ImproYements  effected : 

Roofs  repaired  1,143 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  170 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  719 

Dowm spouts  rejiaired  221 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  drain  7 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  347 

Ventilation  improved  25 

Windows  repaired  338 

Window  sashcords  renewed  612 

Firegrates  repaired  286 

Hearthstones  repaired  11 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  342 

Skirting  boards  repaired  52 

Wall  plaster  repaired  807 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  345 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  1 

Doors  repaired  417 
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Staircases  repaired  36 

Sinks  renewed  47 

Sink  waste  pijjes  tra2)2Jed  or  re2-)aired  182 

Washing  boilers  re2Jaired  2 

Dampness  remedied  283 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid  131 

Yards  drained  8 

Sufficient  water  su2J2^1y  

Drains  constructed,  altered  or  re2Jaired 113 

Drains  cleansed  373 

Water  closets  re2)aired  755 

Watercourses,  ditches  cleansed  1 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  4 

Verminous  2^ersons  cleansed  4 

Verminous  2)i'emises  cleansed  23 

Verminous  bedding  etc.,  cleansed  1 

Miscellaneous  •. 335 

Legal  Proceedings 


Legal  proceedings  under  Section  94,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  were 
instituted  in  27  cases  where  owners  had  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  abatement  notices.  Fines  totalling  F7.  0.  0.  were 
inflicted  in  3 cases  and  in  all  the  cases  costs  of  £30.  15.  6.  were  recovered 

The  Magistrates  made  nuisance  orders  in  19  cases  where  the  neces- 
sary work  had  not  been  com2fleted  at  the  time  of  the  hearing. 

Owners  failed  to  comply  with  nuisance  orders  in  7 instances  and 
further  23i'oceedings  were  instituted  under  Section  95,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  Fines  totalling  £35.  0.  0.  were  inflicted  and  costs  amount- 
ing to  £1.  5.  0.  recovered. 

At  10  houses  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  local  authority  in 
default  of  the  owner.  The  cost  of  this  work  is  recoverable  from  the 
owners. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Sections  11  & 12.  Dwelling  Houses  unfit  for 

Human  Habitation 

17  houses  and  7 parts  of  buildings  used  as  separate  dwellings  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  at  reasonable  ex23ense  of  being  rendered  so  fit  under  the 
provisions  of  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

8 houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  38  houses  or  parts  of 
buildings  subject  to  Closing  Orders  were  vacated. 

1 house  on  which  there  was  a Closing  Order  was  made  fit  for  habi- 
tation and  the  Order  revoked. 

The  Council  made  the  following  orders  during  the  year. 

Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  10  houses. 

Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  7 parts  of  buildings. 

Closing  Orders  under  The  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953  in  respect  of  23  houses. 

Consideration  of  demolition  was  deferred  in  respect  of  2 houses. 

1 house  was  closed  informally  in  anticipation  of  legal  action. 

Housing  Act  1936.  Fart  III.  Clearance  Area 

3'lic  iris])ection  of  houses  on  one  large  area  was  started  during  the 
year.  At  December  31st  206  houses  had  been  inspected  but  the  whole 
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of  the  area  had  not  been  dealt  with.  It  is  ho^^ed  that  this  area  will  be 
officially  represented  in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  re-housing  disposse.'ssed  families,  work 
under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act  dealing  with  the  making  of  Clear- 
ance Areas  was  not  carried  out  during  the  war  and  the  years  immediately 
following.  The  seriousness  of  the  problem  which  now  confronts  the 
Council  as  a result  of  this  enforced  delay  must  be  emphasised. 

Large  numbers  of  houses  are  being  occupied  which  are  quite  until 
for  occupation. 

It  would  be  uneconomical  and  in  some  cases  impossible  to  patch 
them  up  and  they  should  be  demolished  as  quickly  as  possible.  The 
necessity  of  vigorous  action  in  slum  clearance  is  urged  upon  the  Council. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st  September  1954.  Part  II  of 
the  Act  permitted  owners  of  dwelling  houses,  in  certain  circumr>tani-es. 
to  increase  the  rents  paid  by  their  tenants.  Where  a tenant  considered 
his  house  was  not  in  a state  of  good  rejiair  he  could  apjdy  to  the  local 
authority  for  a certificate  of  disrepair. 

After  remedying  the  defects  set  out  in  the  certificate,  the  owner 
may  then  apply  to  the  authority  for  the  revocation  of  the  certificate. 

The  Act  also  ap])lied  the  provisions  res];ecting  the  issue  and  revo- 
cation of  certificates  to  houses  which  were  controlled  under  the  Iiicrease 

of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  1920. 

This  new  Act  has  meant  carrying  out  detailed  inspections  of  houses, 
and  the  granting  of  hundreds  of  interviews  by  inspectors  and  clerical 
staff  to  tenants,  landlords  and  agents,  who  required  information  as  to 
their  rights  and  duties. 

1920  Act  1954  Act  Total 
I Number  of  applications  for  certificates  of 

disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 102  105 

Number  of  certificates  granted  ...  ..  3 102  105 

Number  of  certificates  refused  — — — 

No  applications  for  the  revocation  of  certificates  were  received  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year. 

1 Common  Lodging  Houses. 

i There  was  no  change  to  report  in  respect  of  the  three  Common 
I Lodging  Houses  which  are  on  the  register. 

I They  accommodate  men  only,  and  were  conducted  satisfactorily 
I during  the  year. 

j SMOKEl  ABATEMENT 

j It  has  again  been  impossible  to  carry  out  a sufficient  number  of 
I smoke  observations,  or  to  make  routine  visits  to  factories  having  steam 
i raising  plant.  Nevertheless  it  is  felt  that  a small  amount  of  progress 
can  be  reported. 

One  factory  in  a residential  area  replaced  a very  troublesome  over- 
I loaded  plant  with  a larger  boiler  fitted  with  automatically  controlled 
J oil  burners.  This  conversion  was  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
j it  is  felt  that  a serious  nuisance  has  been  remedied. 

At  another  factory  which  has  given  considerable  trouble  for  many 
I years  the  latest  type  of  mechanical  stokers  were  delivered  ready  for 
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fitting  in  the  New  Year  and  again  it  is  expected  a great  improvement 
will  be  noticed. 

At  a third  factory  the  management  was  taken  on  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion of  factories  using  modern  boiler  plant  to  see  mechanical  stokers  in 
operation.  The  saving  in  cost  by  replacing  inefficient  hand  firing  by 
modern  methods  was  demonstrated  and  it  is  hoped  the  owners  of  this 
factory  will  decide  to  carry  out  much  needed  improvements. 

Number  of  smoke  observations  made  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  visits  to  works  re  smoke  emissions  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  warning  letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  abatement  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  3 

EXTERMINATION  OF  PESTS 

Rats  and  Mice 

(a)  In  Sewers.  All  sewer  manholes,  except  those  found  to  be  free 
from  infestation  on  “ test  baiting  ” were  treated  twice  during 
the  year.  This  is  in  accordance  with  instructions  of  the 


Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

1st  2nd 

treatment  treatment  Total 
No.  of  manholes  baited  4,097  2,841  6,938 

No.  of  “ partial”  takes 

recorded  ...  ...  675  443  1,118 

No.  of  “complete”  takes 

recorded  ...  ...  843  460  1,303 

No.  of  manholes  “ test  baited  ” Approx.  1,500 

(b)  In  surface  Premises 

No.  of  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  508 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  rats 

or  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

No.  of  treatments  bw. rodent  o^oerator  ...  ...  314 

Total  number  of  visv>_  ^ „^dent  oi^erator  ...  1084 
Total  number  of  visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  50 

Insect  Pests 

Number  of  premises  involved  ...  ...  •••  55 

Number  of  rooms  treated  ...  ...  ...  150 

Verminous  articles  treated  ...  ...  ...  3 

Verminous  persons  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  4 

A nominal  charge  is  made  for  this  work. 


The  occupiers  of  two  workplaces  now  retain  the  services  of  the 
rodent  operator  to  make  regular  visits  throughout  the  year  to  keep  their 
premises  free  from  rats,  mice  and  insect  pests. 

Disinfection 

31  rooms  in  19  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  disinfection  of  18  lots  of  bedding. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1881.  Section  90— 

PIG  KEEPING 

3 applications  were  made  to  the  Council  for  permission  to  keep  pigs. 
Permission  was  granted  in  all  cases. 

There  are  now  71  pig-keepers  in  the  Borough, 
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BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1930.  Section  68— 

CARAVANS 

One  application  to  use  land  for  a summer  camp  was  made  and 
granted. 

One  application  to  use  a caravan  as  a permanent  dwelling  wa- 
refused. 

One  application  to  use  a caravan  as  a dwelling  for  a period  of  '2  years 
during  construction  of  works  was  granted 


THEATRES  AND  MUSIC  HALLS 

64  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  These  premises  are  well 
conducted  and  defects  are  speedily  remedied. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  issue  of  licences  to  persons, 
other  than  pharmacists,  who  sell  by  retail  those  poisons  set  out  in  Part 


II  of  the  Poisons  List. 

New  licences  issued  during  the  year 19 

Licences  renewed  during  the  year  166 

No.  of  visits  to  shops  85 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act.  the  under- 
mentioned premises  liave  been  included  in  the  Statutory  Register. 
Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of 


Rag  Flock  1 

Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of 

layered  flock  and  woollen  felting  1 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  new 

upholstery  4 


23  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  undermentioned  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  ju’escribed  analysts  for  analysis:  — 

Passed  Failed  Total 


Rag  Flock  5 

Layered  Rag  Flock  1 

New  Cotton  Felt  1 

Cotton  Mill  Puffs  2 

Kapok  mixtures  2 

Feathers  1 


5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 


12  — 12 


AIR  POLLUTION— BRITISH  EMPIRE  CANCER  CAMPAIGN 

Beginning  in  October  the  Health  Hepartment  has  assisted  the 
Cheshire  and  North  Wales  Branch  Council  of  the  British  Empire  Can- 
cer Campaign  in  the  measurement  of  the  amount  of  pollution  in  the 
atmosphere. 

A station  was  set  up  at  No.  12  Hamilton  Square  where  an  instru- 
ment pumps  a measured  quantity  of  air  through  a filter.  Air  tempera- 
tures are  recorded  twice  daily  and  barometric  pressure  once  daily.  These 
readings  and  the  filter  are  sent  once  a week  to  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

The  results  of  analysis  of  the  filters  have  not  yet  been  supplied  to 
the  department.  The  amount  of  pollution  in  Birkenhead  will  be  com- 
pared with  that  of  other  places  where  similar  instruments  are  in  use 
when  the  results  of  the  analysis  come  to  hand. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

On  the  1st  October  new  regulations  came  into  force  making  it 
compulsory  for  all  heat-treated  milk  to  be  bottled  or  jjlaced  in  the 
containers  in  which  it  is  delivered  to  the  consumer  at  the  premises  on 
which  the  milk  was  heat-treated. 

The  same  regulations  discontinued  the  use  of  the  term  ‘-‘Accredited 
Milk  ” as  a special  designation. 

Three  producers  of  milk  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  retail 
a very  small  quantity  of  ungraded  milk.  All  other  milk  sold  in  Birken- 
head is  sold  under  one  or  other  of  the  “ Special  Designations.”  A small 
quantity  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (farm  bottled)  and  Tuberculin  Tested 
(bottled  by  the  retailer)  is  available  but  the  bulk  of  milk  sold  in  the 
borough  is  ” Pasteurised  ” or  ‘‘  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  ” with 
a small  quantity  of  ‘‘  Sterilised  ’ milk. 

It  is  expected  that  early  in  1955  Birkenhead  and  neighbouring 
districts  will  be  declared  a ‘‘  Specified  Area  ” in  which  it  will  be  for- 
bidden to  sell  ungraded  milk. 

The  numbers  of  registered  dairies  and  dairymen  and  of  licences 
issued  under  the  Milk  (Sjjecial  Designation)  Regulations  are:  — 


No.  of  registered  dairies  41 

No.  of  registered  dairymen  164 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  ‘‘  Pasteurised  ” Milk  129 
Dealers  Licences  to  sell  ‘‘  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  96 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  ‘‘  Sterilised  ” Milk  ...  81 

Processor’s  Licences  to  pasteurise  milk  2 

No.  of  visits  to  dairymen  and  premises  165 

Samples  of  milk  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination:  — 

Passed  Failed  Total 

Heat  treated  milk  119  1 120 

Raw  milk  1 — 1 


120  1 121 


The  details  of  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst^ — 
Tennyson  Harris,  Esq.,  Ph.C.,  F.P.S.,  F.R.I.C.,  for  analysis  are  as 


follows : — 

Samples  reported  as  genuine  (including  those 

of  abnormal  composition)  189 

Samples  reported  to  be  deficient  of  fat  11 

Samples  reported  to  be  deficient  of  fat  and 

N.F.S 2 

Samples  reported  to  contain  added  water  nil 


The  thirteen  samples  reported  upon  adversely  were  taken  on 
arrival  at  the  wholesale  processing  depots  within  the  Borough. 

In  the  case  of  6 samples,  these  were  parts  of  consignments  in  which 
the  remainder  of  the  churns  contained  good  quality  milk  and  the 
average  quality  of  each  consignment  taken  as  a whole  was  satisfactory. 
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2 unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  suppliers  from  the  same  farm. 
There  was  evidence  that  this  milk  was  genuine  but  of  poor  quality  ana 
the  case  was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  so  that  they  could 
advise  the  farmer  on  ways  of  improving  the  quality  of  his  supplies. 

The  remaining  5 samples  had  a very  low  fat  content  and  were  froHi 
one  farm.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  all  5 cases.  At  the 
hearing  it  was  stated  that  after  sampling  had  been  completed  three  of 
the  churns  of  milk  were  returned  to  the  farmer  by  the  dairyman  as 
being  unsatisfactory.  As  no  sale  had  taken  place  in  these  cases,  they 
were  withdrawn.  The  other  2 cases  were  dismissed  after  a long  hear- 
ing, the  Bench  deciding  the  cases  had  been  properly  brought  but  that 
the  farmer  had  had  difficulties  in  respect  of  feeding  and  pasture. 

The  dilficulties  facing  local  authorities  in  securing  a milk  .supply 
of  good  quality  in  the  absence  of  a legal  standard  for  butter  fat  was 
reported  to  your  Committee.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Minis- 
tries of  Food  and  Agriculture  and  to  the  Association  of  Municipal 
Corporations  in  an  effort  to  secure  the  setting  up  of  a standard  which 
could  be  enforced  in  the  Courts. 


ICE  CREAM 

Premises  used  for  the  sale,  manufacture  or  storage  of  Tee  Cream  are 
registered  with  the  local  authority  under  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs 


Act,  1938. 

Details  of  the  register  are  as  follows:  — 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

Pasteurised  Ice  Cream  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  (’old 

Mix  Ice  Cream  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

Lolly  Ices  only  13 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 

and/or  Lolly  Ices  393 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  295 


28  samples  of  ice  cream  and  ingredients  were  submitted  for  bacter- 
iological examination  during  the  year  with  the  following  results:  — 


Samples  of  ice  cream  placed  in  ]U'ovi.?ional  Crade  1 20 

Samples  of  ice  cream  placed  in  provisional  Grade  II  3 

Samples  of  ice  cream  placed  in  provisional  Grade  III  — 

Samples  of  ice  cream  placed  in  provisional  Grade  IV  — 


2 samples  of  ingredients  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

3 samples  of  ice  cream  mix  were  taken  during  processing,  2 were 
placed  in  Grade  III  and  1 in  Grade  lY  but  the  final  product  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 


18  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  analysis.  All  were 
reported  to  be  above  the  legal  standard.  The  average  quality  of  the 
samples  compared  with  the  legal  standard  as  shown  below:  — 


Fat  

Non-fatty  milk  solids 
Sugar  


Average  of 
samples  taken 

11.65% 

10.30% 

13.50% 


Legal 

Standard 

5% 

^% 

10% 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

Eoutine  inspections  of  the  caf4s,  canteens  and  food  preparing 
premises  have  shown  that,  for  the  most  part,  these  premises  are  main- 
tained and  managed  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Cleaning  and 
re-decoration  have  usually  been  carried  out  at  the  request  of  the 
Inspector. 

The  improvement  of  hygienic  conditions  and  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion in  public  houses  has  continued.  Regular  visits  are  paid  to  these 
houses  and  particular  attention  is  given  to  the  cleanliness  of  beer  glasses, 
bar  fittings,  pipe  lines,  etc. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  for  complaint  in  shops  is  the  exposure  of 
foods  such  as  cooked  meats  and  confectionery  to  contamination  by  custo- 
mers. This  occurs  particularly  in  the  smaller  general  type  of  shop 
where  space  is  limited. 

In  all  visits  a constant  watch  is  kept  for  signs  of  rodent  or  insect 
infestations  and  advice  and  help  are  given  where  necessary. 

Education  of  food  handlers  in  the  principles  of  hygiene  and  the 
constant  application  of  those  principles  is  the  most  difficult  problem. 
Frequent  routine  inspections  are  necessary  to  achieve  this  end. 

28  written  notices  were  sent  in  respect  of  food  premises  and  these 
were  chiefly  concerned  with  structural  repairs. 

The  following  food  preparing  premises  are  registered  under  Section 


14  (1)  (b)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938:  — 

Fish  Fryers  91 

Fish  cake  manufacturers  1 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  and  cooked 

meats  78 

Cooked  meat  manufacturers  12 

Pickle  manufacturers  1 


TOTAL  183 


Other  food  preparing  premises  (not  registered) : — 

Sugar  confectionery  manufacturers  2 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canners  1 

Nut  roasting  and  packing  1 

Custard  and  ice  cream  powder  manufacturers  ...  1 


5 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Defects  remedied. 


Cafes 

and 

Canteens 

Food  . 

Preparing  f icensed 
Premises  P^^^mses 

j 

Shops  j 

1 

! 

1 Totals 

No.  of  premises 

166 

188  MO 

-■  1 

494 

No.  of  visits  ...  

Defects  remedied: 

Water  cistern  cut  off  from 

1216 

149  122 

1017 

i 2504 

sanitary  convenience 



1 — 

1 

2 

W.C.’s  provided  or  repaired 

3 

2 4 

3 

12 

Walls,  floors,  etc.,  repaired  ... 

14 

12  2 

25 

53 

Walls,  floors,  etc.,  cleansed  ... 
Accumulations  of  refuse  re- 

55 

21  1 

38 

115 

moved 

Cleanliness  of  persons,  uten- 

9 

i 1 1 

6 1 

17 

sils,  clothing  

: 2 

3 

i 5 

Wash  basins,  sinks  provided 
Hot  and  cold  water  supply 

1 

T - 

7 1 

1 

! 9 

provided  ...  

1 

i 1 1 

10 

1 13 

Tov/els,  soap  provided 

Food  protected  from  contami- 

1 

3 — 

i 

6 

! 

nation  ...  

4 ! 

4 — 

i 

' 20 

Equipment  cleansed  or  renewed 

7 

— — 

\ 

! 8 

Contravention  of  Bye-laws  ... 

1 

1 — 

3 

i 5 

1 

Totals  ... 

96 

49  1 9 

114  j 

1 268 

Shops  Act,  1950. 


Not  included  above  are  186  visits  to  shops  other  than  food  shoj-s, 
No  notices  were  served  under  tliis  Act. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  Food  Sampling. 

419  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  rublic  Analyst — 
Mr.  Tennyson  Harris,  Ph.,  P.P.S.,  F.P.i.C'. 


Of  this  number  206  were  samples  of  milk  and  13  samples  were 
given  adverse  reports.  These  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  section  of  the 
report  on  Milk  Supply. 


Of  the  remaining  213  samples  of  food  only  two  gave  rise  to 
comment ; 


The  first  concerned  sugar  contaminated  by  a vegetable  pulp.  This 
was  due  to  loose  pieces  of  paper  pulp  becoming  attached  to  the  inside  of 
sugar  bags  during  manufacture. 


The  second  sample  was  of  a soft  drink  found  to  contain  an  exces- 
sive quantity  of  zinc.  Investigation  failed  to  find  the  source  of  this 
contamination  but  five  further  samples  were  entirely  satisfactory. 
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Unsound  Food. 

The  inspection  of  food  in  shops,  warehouses,  canteens,  etc.,  was 
carried  out  by  all  the  sanitary  inspectors.  All  condemned  food  was 
collected  and  disposed  of — mainly  by  tipping  on  the  Corporation  tip — 
under  supervision.  The  following  list  shows  the  types  and  quantities 
of  food  dealt  with. 


Canned  and  Bottled  Goods : - • 


Meat  

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

Fish  

Soup  

Milk  

Preserves  

Puddings  

Bacon,  Ham  and  Tongue  ... 
Biscuits,  cakes  and  cake 

mixtures  

Blancmange  

Butter,  margarine  

Cereals  

Cheese 

Chewing  Gum  

Chocolate  

Chocolate  cigars  

Cocoa,  coffee  etc 

Condiments  

Cooking  fat  

Cream  

Custard  powder 

Dried  fruit  

Dried  milk  powder  

Drugs  

Eggs  (liquid,  frozen,  dried) 

Fish  cakes  

Fish  smoked  fillets  

Gelatine  

Jellies  

Meat  and  fish  pastes  

Meat  

Onions  

Peel  

Potatoes  

Salad  Cream  

Sandwich  Spread  

Sherbet  

Steak  and  onions  

Sugar  

Tea  

Whipped  Cream  Walnuts 


2284J  lbs.  and  217  tins 
4878J  lbs.  and  1173  tins 
lllj  lbs.  and  52  tins 
144  lbs.  and  55  tons 
699 J lbs.  and  1106  tins 
291  lbs.  and  62  tins 
16J  lbs.  and  7 tins 

143  lbs. 

101  lbs.  and  906  pkts. 

7 pkts. 

47  lbs. 

132  lbs. 

26|  lbs.  and  101  pkts. 
98  pkts. 

30J  lbs. 

180 

10  lbs. 

8 lbs.  and  19  pkts. 

8 lbs. 

16J  lbs.  and  76  tins 
21  pkts. 

734  lbs. 

25  lbs. 

241  pkts. 

517-1  lbs. 

257 

217  lbs. 

18  pkts. 

7 pkts. 

5 lbs.  and  31  tins 
675  lbs. 

50  lbs. 

f lb. 

56  lbs. 

33  jars 

9 j ars 
132  pkts. 

124  lbs. 

8 lbs. 

3i  lbs. 

31  dozen 
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Food  Complaints. 

21  complaints  were  received  respecting  food  alleged  to  be  unfit  for 
consumption  at  the  time  of  purchase.  All  were  investigated. 

In  four  cases  the  substance  of  the  complaint  could  not  be  con- 
firmed. Two  complaints  referred  to  chocolate  novelties  which  later 
proved  to  have  been  imported  from  the  continent  more  than  years 
previously.  Thirteen  w'ere  in  respect  of  foreign  objects  being  found 
in  food  (e.g.  oil  patches  in  bread,  strips  of  cloth,  pieces  of  metal,  glass, 
etc.,  in  bread  and  flour  and  sugar  confectionery).  Two  complaints 
referred  to  moulds  in  the  food. 

All  complaints  w^ere  taken  up  with  the  suppliers  and  or  manu- 
facturers but  on  the  instruction  of  the  Health  Committee  legal  proceed- 
ings were  instituted  in  only  one  case — in  which  a fruit  tart,  which  wa.^ 
stale  and  contained  mould,  was  sold.  The  Magistrates  found  tlie  cas  • 
proved  and  gave  the  defendant  an  absolute  discharge  on  payment  of 
£1.5.0  costs. 

Clean  Food  Byerlaws. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  case  under  tlie  Bye-laws, 
where  fruit  and  vegetables  were  beitig  sold  in  a ])et  slio]*,  where  the  main 
trade  consisted  of  the  sale  of  animal  foods  including  open  pack  animal 
feeding  meat.  The  Magistrates  dismissed  the  case. 


SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING  CASES  AND  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE  CASES  ASSOCIATED.  WITH  FOOD  AND/OR  DRINK. 

Ihe  increase  in  the  tiotifications  of  these  cases  reported  last  year 
has  continued  and  it  has  been  necessary  for  a considerable  amount  of 
time  to  be  spent  on  investigations,  the  collection  of  specimens  and  the 
surveillance  of  contacts  and  convalescents. 

A total  of  615  visits  were  made  and  416  specimens  submitted  for 
examination.  These  included 

394  faeces  specimens 
7 food  remnants 
7 water  samples 

Of  the  food  samples,  one  of  tinned  imported  meat  showed  the 
presence  of  a food  poisoning  organism  (Staph  Aureus).  This  tin  had 
been  opened  some  hours  previous  to  examination.  No  pathogens  were 
found  in  the  water  samples. 

A considerable  number  of  faeces  specimens  gave  negative  results 
but  there  seems  little  doubt  that  in  many  cases  the  illness  was  never- 
theless of  bacterial  origin. 
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The  confirmed  cases  included:  — 

1.  Sonne  Dysentery. 

39  positive  specimens  were  obtained  from  28  cases.  This  total 
includes  secondary  cases  discovered  during  the  investigations. 

Instructions  for  preventing  the  spread  of  the  infection  were  given 
and  especial  attention  was  paid  to  the  surveillance  of  food  handlers 
amongst  cases  or  contacts. 

2.  Isolated  Cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

(a)  11  cases  of  food  poisoning  from  Salmonella  Typhimurium  were 
found  and  25  positive  specimens  examined. 

In  certain  cases  a considerable  time  elapsed  before  the  patient  was 
found  to  be  free  from  infection. 

No  connection  could  be  established  between  these  cases  either 
through  common  food  or  food  premises  or  through  school  or  other 
social  contacts.  Mice  infestation  was  found  in  only  3 of  the  affected 
households.  There  were  no  fatalities  from  this  organism  this  year. 

(b)  One  case  of  food  poisoning  from  Staph  Aureus  was  confirmed.  The 
organism  was  also  isolated  from  the  food  remnants. 

3.  Flexner  Dysentery. 

One  case  of  Flexner  Dysentery  occurred.  Preventive  measures 
were  taken  and  no  secondary  cases  were  found. 

4.  Para-Typhoid. 

A case  of  para-typhoid  was  found  and  isolated  in  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital.  Examination  of  the  contacts  showed  4 other  persons 
to  be  mildly  affected  and  to  be  harbouring  the  organism.  Three  res- 
ponded to  treatment  but  the  fourth  remained  positive  and  apjjeared 
to  be  a carrier.’- 

The  latter  was  excluded  from  following  any  en]ployment  involving 
food  handling. 

5.  Other  organisms. 

One  specimen  showed  the  presence  of  JF  Pyocyaneus. 

Two  specimens  showed  the  presence  of  Bethesda  Para-colon. 

The  Bacteriological  examinations  of  all  ice  cream,  milk,  food 
remnants  and  faeces,  etc.,  were  carried  out  by  the  Birkenhead  Labor- 
atory of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  this  department  is 
again  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  Alorrison  Eitchie  AT. A.,  AI.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
and  his  staff  for  their  very  ready  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the 
past  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  I set 
out  below  a Table  showing  the  inspections  made,  and  the  defects  found, 
under  Part  I of  the  Act. 


Under  Part  VTII  of  the  Act,  G outworkers  engaged  in  the  inakinir  of 
wearing  apparel  were  included  in  the  list  required^by  Section  110  (1) 
(c)  ; there  were  no  prosecutions  under  Sections  110  or  111. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 


— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


PremiscB 

(1) 

1 

Number  ' 

of 

N.imber 
' on 

Register 
(3) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6^ 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2.  3.  4 and  6 
are  to  he  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

81 

39 

3 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  I 

in  (i)  in  which  Rectio-n  7 

is  enforced  bv  the  Local  1 

Authority  ...  ...  | 

487 

299 

9 



(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  i 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Auth  Drily  j 

(exclu dinar  out-workers’ 
premises) 

11 

12 

TOTAL  

579 

350 

12 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4^ 

, ToH.M. 
Insi>ector 

1 (5) 

By  H.M. 
Insi,>ector 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.D 

4 

9 

2 

— 

Overcrowiding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

j — 

(S.3)  .... 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7):— 

1 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de. 

2 

5 

— 

2 

— 

fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

10 

17 

10 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

1 

3 

2 

outwork 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

19 

36 

— 

16 

— 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

This  section  of  the  report  details  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Veterinary  Officer  and  the  staff  of  Meat  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  192,496  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough, 
the  greatest  number  for  over  30  years. 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

1954  91,798  2,923  83,647  14,128 

All  animals  slaughtered  were  subject  to  ante-  and  post-mortem 
inspection  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  and  the  Meat  Inspectors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
together  with  the  condemnations:  — 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

91,798 

2,923 

83,647 

14,128 

Number  inspected ... 

91,798 

2,923 

83,647 

14,128 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

176 

53 

69 

409 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

20,960 

19 

1 

16,024 

1333 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

23-02 

2-4 

19-1 

12-2 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

255 

9 



22 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

18,315 

16 

j 

210 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  af- 
fected with  tuber- 
culosis ... 

20*2 

0-85 

1.5 

Note — (a)  The  carcases  of  93  animals  which  died  in  the  Lairages  or  in 
transit  were  also  inspected. 

(b)  The  weight  of  meat  and  offal  which  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  totalled  533  tons  4 cwts. 
(327  tons  18  cwts.  for  Tuberculosis,  205  tons  6 cwts. 
for  conditions  other  than  Tuberculosis) . 

(c)  7 bovine  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
cysticercus  bovis.  This  condition  appears  to  be  on  the  de- 
crease. 
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Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. — The  slaughterinj^  of  ail 
animals  for  food  is  carried  out  at  the  Tranniere  Abattoir  and  Wood-id- 
Lairages. 

The  meat  is  destined  for  London  and  the  Provinces  in  addition  to 
local  requirements. 

Since  the  cessation  of  control  the  work  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Stall 
has  been  very  markedly  increased. 

Slaughtering  takes  place  seven  days  a week  and  it  has  imposed  a 
severe  strain  on  the  Meat  Inspectors  and  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
report  to  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year. 

It  has  been  decided  to  allocate  the  inspection  of  butchers’  shops  to 
the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  an  endeavour  to  ease  the  burden. 

During  the  year,  the  Meat  Inspectors  paid  869  visits  to  butchers’ 
shops,  etc.  As  a result  of  visits  to  shops,  stores,  warehouses,  etc., 
the  following  food  was  condemned:  — 

Beef  2 tons  8 cwts. 

Ham,  Meat,  etc.  5d  tons. 

Pork  7 cwts. 

Mutton  501  lbs. 

Fish  10  stones 

Poult]‘y  6 carcases. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — 93  renewals  of  licences  and  10 
new  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  to  butchers  and  others 
employed  in  the  Borough. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. — Work  under  the  above  Acts  has 
involved : — 

(1)  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1939,  the  removal  and 
slaughter  of  3 dairy  cows  (sliowing  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis)  from 
herds  in  the  Borough. 

(2)  Supervision  of  the  disinfection  of  premises  housing  the  above- 
mentioned  tuberculous  animals. 

(3)  The  routine  inspection  of  22  dairy  herds  within  the  Borough. 

(4)  The  examination  of  store  pigs  ke])t  within  the  Borough  to 
ensure  that  the  animals  are  free  from  S^^'ine  Fever;  64  visits  were  paid 
and  384  pigs  were  examined. 

(5)  Visits  to  Taylor  Street  Cattle  Sidings  were  made  to  supervise 
animals  passing  through  to  see  tliat  cruelty  is  avoided,  to  })revent,  if 
possible,  sick  animals  from  travelling  further,  and  to  take  precautions 
against  suspected  Anthrax  and  in  connection  with  the  Transit  of 
Horses  Order,  1951. 

(6)  Under  the  Fowl  Pest  Order,  weekly  visits  are  paid  to  Live 
Poultry  Dealers  in  the  Market  and  elsewhere  within  the  Borough,  to 
see  that  regulations  are  being  properly  carried  out. 

(7)  Visits  to  all  farms  in  connection  with  warble  fly. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938 — Suspected  cases  of  Swine  Fever  occurred 
within  the  Borough,  restrictions  were  applied  and  afterwards  removed. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 — 12  premises  were  inspected  frequently. 
There  was  a careful  inspection  of  the  meat  supplied  to  these  shops, 
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9,  Hamilton  Square, 
Birkenhead. 

May,  1955. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  this  report 
upon  the  School  Health  Service  for  1954. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  maintained  although  the 
staff  position  of  the  Dental  Service  continues  to  give  cause  for  anxiety. 

I am  glad  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  how  much  I 
value  the  co-operation  and  help  of  the  Director  of  Education,  his  Staff, 
Headmasters  and  Headmistresses  and  indeed  all  teaching  staff. 

As  usual,  Mr.  Chairman,  your  committee  has  given  the  interest 
in  the  work  which  is  a stimulus  and  encouragement  to  all  working  in 
the  School  Health  Service. 

1 am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  LOBBAN, 

PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD 
NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  CHILDREN 


Primary  Schools 

County 

21 

Voluntary  ... 

14 

No.  of  Children  on  the  rolls 

...  15,719 

Average  attendance 

...  13,857 

Secondary  Schools  (Maintained) 

County  (including  Technical  Building) 

13 

Voluntary  ... 

2 

No.  of  Children  on  the  rolls 

...  6,461 

Average  attendance 

...  5,938 

Secondary  Schools  (Non-maintalned) 

There  are  four  Direct  Grant  Secondary  Schools  in  the  town  as 
follows : — 

The  Birkenhead  School  for  Boys,  Shrewsbury  Road. 

The  Birkenhead  High  School  for  Girls,  G.P.D.S.T.,  Devonshire 
Place. 

The  Convent.  F.C.J.  High  School,  Holt  Hill. 

St.  Anselm’s  College,  IManor  Hill. 

Nursery  Classes 

Nursery  Classes  exist  in  connection  with  the  Infants’  Departments 
of  the  following  schools:  — 

Cathcart  Street  Primary. 

Rock  Ferry  Primary. 

The  Dell  Primary. 

Bedford  Drive  Primary. 

Special  Schools 

There  are  three  Special  Schools  in  the  town,  viz:  — 

Claughton  Road  Day  Special  Schools  for  Educationally  Sub- 
normal Pupils. 

Sight  Saving  Class,  Hemingford  Street. 

Thingwall  Hospital  School. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

The  arrangem-ents  for  the  reference  of  children  found  to  require 
treatment  at  routine  medical  inspections  and  minor  ailment  clinics 
have  continued  as  hitherto. 

The  medical  staffs  of  Hospitals,  particularly  those  of  Children’s 
Hospitals  on  Merseyside,  continue  to  be  most  helpful  in  sending  the 
School  Health  Services  much  useful  information  about  school  children. 

This  Department  is  co-operating  in  an  experiment  with  regard  to 
the  provision  of  significant  medical  histories  of  school  leavers  to  the 
family  general  practitioner.  A card  which,  fits  the  envelope  containing 
the  National  Health  Service  records  is  used.  From  the  initial 
experience  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  a large  number  of  cards  will 
be  transferred. 

Periodic  Medical  Inspections.  In  accordance  with  the  School 
Health  Service  and  Handicapped  Pupils  Regulations,  1958,  the 
following  arrangements  are  provided  for  periodic  medical  inspection 
of  pupils,  viz : — 

(a)  Every  pupil  admitted  to  Maintained  Primary  Schools,  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  date  of  admission. 

(b)  Every  pupil  attending  Maintained  Primary  Schools,  during 
the  last  year  of  attendance  at  such  a school. 

(c)  Every  pupil  attending  a Maintained  Secondary  School,  during 
the  last  year  of  attendance  at  such  a school. 

The  additional  inspection  of  pupils  between  and  years  of 
age  again  took  place.  This  inspection,  although  non-compulsory,  proves 
most  valuable  in  the  early  detection  of  orthopEedic  and  visual  defects. 

A medical  inspection  was  carried  out  of  182  pupils  in  attendance 
at  Birkenhead  School,  which  is  a Direct  Grant  Secondary  School. 

For  consecutive  years  the  total  number  of  routine  medical 
inspections  completed  exceeded  8,000  examinations.  By  far  the  greater 
number  of  defects  found  at  the  routine  inspections  were  due  to  defective 
vision. 

Special  Inspections  of  pupils  totalled  2,539.  These  were  referred 


from  the  following  sources:  — 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  980 

Pre-Denfal  Heart  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,244 

Referred  for  Convalescence  ...  ...  ...  ...  09 

Employment  out  of  School  Hours  ...  ...  ...  20 

Employment  in  Entertainments  ...  ...  ...  13 

Boarded  Out  Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  48 

Attendance  Centre  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Referred  by  Superintendent  School  Welfare  Officer  ...  99 

Other  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


2,539 


Re-Inspections  were  made  of  4,430  pupils  with  defects  noted  for 
“ follow-up.” 

Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  are  shown 
at  the  end  of  this  Report. 
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CO-OPERATION  WITH  PARENTS 


Parents  attended  at  the  examinations  of  5,636  (71.39%  of  the 
7,894  pupils  seen  at  Routine  Inspections:  — 


Code  Group 
First  Age  Group 
Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 
Fourth  Age  Group 


Xo.  Inspected 
2,331 
1,939 
1,541 
2,083 


Parents  Present 
2,157  (92.53%) 

1,464  (75.50%) 

324  (21  02%) 

1,691  (81.18%) 


It  is  gratifying  from  these  figures  to  see  that  so  many  parents, 
particularly  of  those  children  in  the  first  and  fourth  age  groups,  take 
an  interest  in  the  periodical  examinations. 


NUTRITION 


The  standard  of  nutrition  of  school  children  continues  to  be  good. 
Of  the  7,894  pupils  seen  at  routine  inspections  237  (3%)  were  classified 
as  “C”  general  condition.  The  remaining  7,657  pupils  were  of  average 
or  above  average  general  condition. 

Height  and  Weight  . — Below  are  set  out  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  25%  of  the  children  examined 
at  routine  inspections. 


Height 


Age 

1 lioy.s 

Girls 

No. 

iFt. 

Ins. 

No. 

Ft. 

1 Ins. 

1 

4 years  

41 

3 

4-56 

24 

3 

1 

; 4-67 

5 years  

235 

3 

6-23 

239 

3 

6-06 

6 years  

25 

3 

8-44 

16 

3 

1 8-37 

7 years  

62 

3 

11-10 

67 

3 

1 10-97 

8 years 

167 

3 

11-83 

124 

3 

, 11-63 

11  years  

249 

4 

6-68 

232 

4 

6-38 

14  years  

79 

5 

1-84 

83 

5 1 

1 -65 

15  years  

78 

5 

1-90 

95 

5 

1-63 

16  years  

1 

i 

1 

1 

18 

i 

1 

5 

5-45 

10 

j 

i 

1 

5 i 

2-80 

Aee 

Weight 

Boys 

Girls 

No.' 

St. 

Lbs. 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

4 years  

41 

~-7 

12-90 

24 

2 

11-33 

5 years  

235 

3 

1-54 

239 

3 

0-67 

6 years  

25 

3 

4-20 

16 

3 

4-37 

7 years  

62 

3 

11-13 

67 

3 

10-73 

8 years  

167 

3 

12-69 

124 

3 

11-61 

11  years  

249 

5 

3-58 

232 

5 

5-04 

14  years  

79 

7 

8-19 

83 

7 

13-65 

15  years  

78 

7 

9-69 

95 

7 

11-30 

16  years  

18 

8 

13-00 

10 

9 

1-20 

General  Condition  Tables  are  given  in  the  Ministry  of  Education 
Beturn  (Table  IIB)  at  the  end  of  this  Report, 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK 


The  total  number  of  school  meals  provided  duriii'j  lbb4  v.as 
1,523,611,  a decrease  of  5,82b  on  1953.  Of  this  immbt-r  1 . T. rj 
were  supplied  on  payment  and  333, ^Xj9  were  provided  free.  The  ri;_'ures 
include  meals  to  teaching  staffs  supplied  at  the  appropriate  rate. 

Children  attending  Maintained  Schools  receive  one-third  of  a pint 
of  milk  free  of  charge  daily.  During  the  year,  3,653  '>25  one-third  pint 
bottles  were  supplied. 


CLEANLINESS  AND  CLOTHING 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory,  having  regard 
to  the  difficult  housing  conditions  in  which  some  children  ha\e  to  li\e. 
Health  Visitors  made  periodic  ins]>ections  during  ‘;chool  term  and  65.4H0 
examinations  were  carried  out.  1,429  pupils  were  found  to  be  infe'^tt-d 
with  vermin. 

The  standards  of  clothing  and  footwear  are  generally  satisfactory. 


VACCINATION 

During  1954,  7,894  children  were  examined  by  School  Medical 
Officers  at  routine  inspections.  Of  this  number,  3,776  (49%)  had  been 
vaccinated  and  4,118  (51%)  had  not  been  vaccinated. 

It  is  very  disquieting  to  find  the  low  percentage  of  children 
vaccinated  against  Smallpox.  It  only  needs  a case  of  Smallpox  in  a 
town  to  cause  alarm  among  the  inhabitants  and  a rush  to  the  vaccination 
sessions.  How  much  wiser  to  vaccinate  in  infancy  and  revaccinate 
during  school  life  and  thus  provide  protection  for  the  child. 


MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS 

At  the  Central  School  Clinic,  3,  Conway  Street,  a service  is  ju’ovided 
for  school  children  living  in  the  centre  of  the  town  who  require  treatment 
for  their  minor  ailments. 

Children  from  the  north-end  of  the  town  are  treated  at  the  North 
Clinic,  Park  Road  West.  Children  living  in  the  south  of  Birkenhead 
are  dealt  with  at  the  South  Clinic,  Bedford  Avenue,  Rock  Ferry. 

During  the  school  term  all  three  clinics  ai-e  open  on  IMonday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  moi-nings.  In  the  school  holiday  periods  the 
Central  Clinic  remains  open  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  and 
the  carrying  out  of  special  examinations.  The  North  and  South  Clinics 
are  opened  as  required. 
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The  following  table  shows  in  statistical  form  the  activities  of  the 
clinics  in  1954:  — 


Clinic 

Total 

Attend- 

ances 

First 

Attend- 

ances 

New 

Cases 

Ke-exams  ' 

Def. 

3CtS 

T 

NT 

T 

NT 

T 

NT 

Central 

3244 

646 

420 

63 

245 

46 

436 

54 

Nortli 

616 

189 

49 

9 

9 

3 

80 

17 

South 

782 

235 

69 

17 

30 

20 

97 

17 

Totals 

4642 

1070 

538 

89 

284 

69 

613 

88 

During  the  year  1,07(1  indiyidual  children  made  4,642  attendances 
at  the  three  clinics.  This  gives  an  average  of  4.33  attendances  per 
child  compared  with  an  average  attendance  of  2.82  per  child  in  1953. 

The  fall  in  the  number  of  individual  children  dealt  with  and  the 
total  attendances  continues  at  the  North  and  South  Clinics. 

The  overall  attendances  at  the  three  clinics  shows  a decrease  of 
648  (13.92%)  on  the  preceding  year. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION 

During  the  year,  Dr.  A.  M.  Williams,  Senior  School  Medical 
Officer,  continued  to  carry  out  refractions  and  prescriptions  of  spectacles 
by  arrangement  with  the  Local  Executive  Council.  Dr.  Williams  is 
an  approved  Ophthalmic  Medical  Practitioner. 

Three  sessions  were  held  weekly  at  the  Eye  Clinic.  Two  sessions 
dealt  with  new  patients  and  one  session  was  devoted  to  re-examinations. 
By  this  arrangement  it  has  been  possible  to  reduce  to  a minimum  any 
waiting. 

As  in  previous  years,  parents  and  children  continue  to  co-operate 
admirably. 

There  has  been  no  decline  in  the  work  of  this  Clinic.  The  usual 
incidence  of  low  myopia  in  the  10-11  year  old  group  was  prevalent. 
There  is  no  indication  that  the  numbers  of  young  children  with  squints 
are  increasing. 

Particulars  of  school  children  dealt  with  at  the  Eye  Clinic  during 
1954  are  as  follows:  — 


New  Cases 

Re-Examinations 

Total 

Cases  examined 

538 

1,110 

1,648 

Classes  prescribed  for 

282 

475 

757 

Authorisation  for  repair  or 
replacements 

61 

442 

. 503 

EYE  OPERATIONS 

34  children  were  reported  to  have  received  operative  treatment  at 
local  hospitals  for  eye  conditions  including  squint. 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  CLASS 

One  pupil  from  the  Partially  Sighted  Class,  Herningford  Street, 
was  examined  as  a Special  School  Leaver.  A certificate  for  his 
registration  under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944,  was 
completed. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 

Pupils  found  at  routine,  special  and  re-inspections  to  be  suffering 
from  pathological  conditions  requiring  treatment,  continue  to  be 
referred  to  their  General  Practitioners. 


From  in-patients  returns  submitted  by  Birkenhead  Hospitals,  the 
following  operations  are  reported  to  have  been  performed  during  1954;  — 


G) 

For  adenoids 
and  chronic 
tonsillitis 

(b) 

For  other  nose 
and  throat 
conditions 

(c) 

Mastoidec- 

tomy 

St.  Catherine's 
Hospital 

60 

1 

3 

Children’s  Hospital  ... 

256 

21 

2 

General  Hospital 

32 

1 

' 2 

Totals 

348 

23 

7 

Although  some  children  still  have  to  wait  a long  time  for  operative 
treatment,  a general  improvement  has  taken  place  in  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  waiting  lists. 
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ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


By  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool  Kegional  Hospital  Board, 
treatment  of  Orthopsedic  defects  are  being  carried  out  at  the  premises 
of  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association. 


357  individual  children  of  school  age  attended  the  clinic  during 
the  year  for  treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

An  analysis  of  the  cases  of  school  age  and  under  school  age  treated 
during  1954  is  given  beneath:  — 


Disefujf  Categories 

N e w 

Case: 

1 

j Re- Exams. 

Discharged 

Under 

Over 

5 

Under 

Over 

' 1 
J_ 

i 

1 

1 1 
.2 

15 

Left  District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

1 

r 

F. 

Congenital  Defprmities  : 

i 

i 

1 

Trunk  

1 

1 

i ‘J 

1 

Upper  Limb  

9 

1 

2 

Lower  Limb  

2 

1 

1 

6 

33 

33 

3 

2 

Acquired  Deformities  : 

1 

Flat  Foot  ^ 

1 

20 

17 

35 

23 

51 

i 42 

258 

'155 

1119 

5 

Hallux  Valgus  

1 

2 

1 5 

1 1 

Postural  Kyphosis  & Scoliosis.  ' 

1 

6 

4 

16 

1 16 

: 6 

1 

Knock  Knee  ; 

1 

16 

13 

4 

2 

62 

42 

21 

! 20 

i 26 

Bow  Leg 

8 

4 

12 

7 

2 

I 4 

"{ 

Other  Conditions  J 

1 

1 

8 

5 

12 

27 

1 9 

1 

Affections  of  Skeleton  : 

hickets  

Other  Conditions  

Affections  of  Nervous  System  : 

Spastic  Paralysis  

2 

3 

18 

14 

25 

38 

... 

... 

Infantile  ,,  

1 

9 

6 

1 

! 

Peripheral  Nerve  Lesions  

Other  Conditions  

1 

2 

3 

4 

I 5 

2 

4 

4 

Affections  of  Bones  : 

1 

Osteomyelitis 

1 

Tul)erculous  

1 ... 

...  j 

Other  Conditions  

i 

1 

I 3 

3 1 

Affections  of  Joints  : 

i 

1 

Tuberculous  

1 

1 

11 

5 

Non-T.  B 

1 1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Affections  of  Spine  : 

i 

Tuberculous  

4 

2 

Non-T.  B 

....  i 

Affections  of  Epiphysis  

2 

1 

8 

3 

6 

Affections  of  Soft  Tissues  

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

Complications  of  Trauma  

Totals 

50 

39 

51 

39 

166 

119 

410 

334 

186 

4 

6 

67 


MASSAGE  AND  REMEDIAL  EXERCISES 

This  was  provided  by  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  on  the 
advice  of  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  During  the  year  there  were  one 
full-time  and  two  part-time  physiotherapists  on  the  Association's  Staff. 

The  number  of  attendances  was  6,356  (compared  with  6,359  in 
1953)  by  non -tubercular  clinic  cases.  13  attendances  were  made  by 
one  tuberculous  case  of  school  age. 

In  addition,  420  attendances  were  made  by  Non-Clinic  Cases  (e.g. 
those  sent  by  Orthopaedic  Surgeons  of  Local  Hospitals  i as  compared 
with  399  for  last  year. 

CONVALESCENCE  AND  AFTER-CARE  TREATMENT 

During  1954  the  Medical  Staff  examined  99  children  referred  for 
convalescence,  and  approval  for  treatment  was  given  in  all  but  four 
cases. 

The  children  recommended  were  referred  from  the  following 
sources : — 

School  Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

General  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Physicians  to  Chest  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Invalid  Children’s  Association  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Arrangements  for  convalescence  were  made  by  the  Birhenliead 
and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  on  l')ehalf  of  the  T..ocal 
Education  Authority.  The  cost  of  treatment  for  87  children  was  met 
under  the  Local  Education  Act,  1944,  two  cliildren  were  paid  for  by 
the  Merseyside  Hospital  Council  (Penny  in  tlie  Pound  Scheme)  and 
the  cost  of  convalescence  foi-  a small  number  of  school  children  was 
met  from  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY  TREATMENT 

At  the  premises  of  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association,  a total 
number  of  94  children  of  school  age  made  1,320  attendances  during 
the  year. 

At  the  North  Clinic  a total  of  15  children  of  school  age  made  118 
attendances  during  1954. 

still  under 

Not  treatment  at 
Improved  Improved  end  of  year. 


Catarrh  2 — 1 

Debility  5 2 1 

Rickets  1 — — 

Bronchitis  4 1 — 


- - 
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At  the  South  Clinic  a total  of  72  children  of  school  age  made 
1,047  attendances  during  the  year. 


Improved 

Imi)roved 

Still  under 
treatment  at 
end  of  year. 

Debility  

30 

— 

4 

Bronchitis  

10 

— 

6 

Anaemia  

17 

— 

4 

Bronchial  Catarrh 

15 

— 

7 

72 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

B.C.G.  YACCINATION  OF  SCHOOL 

CHILDREN 

Approval  under  Section  28  of 

the  National 

Health 

Service  Act, 

1946,  for  the  Authority’s  extension  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination,  subject  to 
the  necessary  preliminary  tests  and  the  obtaining  of  parental  consent, 
to  school  children  between  their  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  birthdays, 
was  given  by  the  Minister  of  Health  during  the  year. 

An  effective  liaison  with  the  staffs  of  the  Chest  Physician  and 
Mass  Kadiography  Unit  is  essential  and  close  contact  is  kept  with 
the  Almoner  responsible  at  the  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Authority’? 
Tuberculosis  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care,  and  After  Care  Scheme. 


The  response  from  the  first  enquiry  to  parents  w^as  most 
encouraging.  The  following  statistics  show  that  the  parents  of  83 
children  (70%  of  the  enquiry)  consented  out  of  120  notifications.  71 
children  (60%  of  the  enquiry)  were  actually  tested.  Of  these  37  (52%) 
were  Mantoux  Positive.  All  were  referred  for  x-ray  examination.  The 
remaining  34  children  (48%)  were  IMantoux  Negative  and  received 
B.C.G.  Vaccination.  They  returned  for  re-testing  six  weeks  after 
vaccination.  In  all  cases  conversion  to  Mantoux  Positive  took  place. 
It  is  intended  during  the  next  twelve  months  to  offer  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  to  the  parents  of  all  school  children  born  during  1941. 


Parents 

Notified 

Consents 

Received 

Actually 

Tested 

Mantoux 

Negative 

Given 

B.C.G. 

Vacc. 

Mantoux 

Positive 

Number 

X-rayed 

No 

Lung 

Disease 

1 Suffering 

[ from 
{ Tuber- 
1 culosis 

120 

83 

71 

34 

34 

37 

33 

32 

Following  the  discovery  of  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  in  two 
schools,  arrangements  were  made  for  a visit  in  the  New'  Year  by 
the  Mobile  Mass  Eadiography  Unit  to  carry  out  a survey  of  pupils 
and  staffs  agreeing  to  x-ray  examinations  at  the  affected  schools. 
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HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

During  the  year  16  Physically  Handicapped  pupils  were  newiy 
ascertained  and  registered  in  the  following  categories:  — 


Category  (a) 

Blind  1 pupil 

Category  (b) 

Partially  Sighted  4 pupils 

Category  (c) 

Deaf  1 pupil 

Category  (f) 

Epileptic  2 pupils 

Category  (h> 

Physically  Handicapped  4 pupils 

Category  (j) 

Delicate  4 pupils 


In  addition,  34  re-exarninations  of  children  registered  in  previous 
years  were  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 


SPASTIC  PUPILS 

The  particulars  given  below  relate  to  the  number  of  Birkenhead 
children  known  to  be  suffering  from  spastic  conditions  as  at  31st 
December. 


School  Children 

Attending  ordinary  schools  19  pupils 

„ day  special  school  for  educationally  sub- 
normal pupils  5 pupils 

„ boarding  special  school  for  physically  handi- 
capped pupils  2 pupils 

At  home  not  receiving  education  3 pupils 


Pre-school  Children 

At  home  not  receiving  education 

Combined  total  .. 


29  pupils 
15  pupils 
44  pupils 


Negotiations  by  the  Birkenhead  Spastic  Children’s  Society  to 
obtain  premises  to  be  used  as  a combined  School  and  Clinic  for  spastic 
children  terminated  this  year  when  the  contract  was  signed  on  the 
5th  November,  for  the  purchase  of  Paget  House,  Shrewsbury  Road, 
Oxton.  The  National  Spastics  Society  has  given  its  approval  to  the 
project. 

The  Minister  of  Education  has  under  consideration  a request  by 
the  National  Spastics  Society  in  conjunction  with  the  Birkenhead 
Spastic  Society  for  official  recognition  of  the  proposals. 
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DEAF  AND  PARTIALLY  DEAF  PUPILS 

During  the  year  a re -conditioned  audiometer  was  installed  at  the 
Central  School  Clinic.  A number  of  sessions  w^ere  held  for  the 
examination  of  pupils  referred  as  Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf.  This  service 
is  still  in  a developmental  stage,  but  even  so,  it  is  making  a much 
need  contribution  to  the  early  ascertainment  of  pupils  suspected  to  be 
deaf. 

Particulars  of  four  handicapped  pupils  resident  in  Independent 
Schools  assisted  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  under  Section  9 (1) 
of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Education  on  Form  23M. 

Appended  in  detail  is  the  distribution  of  School  Children 
accommodated  at  31st  December,  under  the  various  categories  of 
handicap : — 


Category  (a)  Blind 

Royal  Normal  College,  Shrewsbury  1 pupil 

National  Society’s  Schools  for  the  Blind  2 pupils 

Blind  Institutions  4 (trainees) 

Catholic  Blind  School,  Liverpool  1 pupil 

Henshaws  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Manchester  1 pupil 

At  home  1 pupil 

Awaiting  admission  to  Boarding  Special  School  1 pupil 

Awaiting  vacancy  to  Boarding  Special  School  1 pupil 

Category  (b)  Partially  Sighted 

Sight  Saving  Class,  Birkenhead  19  pupils 

Secondary  Schools  1 pupil 

Awaiting  admission  to  Sight  Saving  Class  1 pupil 

Category  (c)  Deaf 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Deaf  8 pupils 

Royal  Cross  School  for  the  Deaf,  Preston  1 pupil 

St.  John’s  R.C.  Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Boston  Spa  ...  5 pupils 

Category  (d)  Partially  Deaf 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf,  Southport  4 pupils 

Secondary  Schools  2 pupils 

Category  (e)  Educationally  Subnormal 

Claughton  Road  Day  Special  School,  Birkenhead  110  pupils 

Approved  Schools  2 pupils 

Pontville  R.C.  School,  Ormskirk  3 pupils 

Besfort  Court  School,  Birmingham  1 pupil 

C.  of  E.  Special  School,  Dulwich  1 pupil 

All  Souls  Boarding  School,  Millington  2 pupils 

Independent  Schools  2 pupils 

Primary  Schools  20  pupils 

Secondary  Schools  20  pupils 

Private  Schools  2 pupils 

Awaiting  admission  Day  Special  School  8 pupils 

Not  attending  School  2 pupils 

Category  (f)  Epileptic 

Maghull  Homes,  Maghull  1 pupil 

Primary  Schools  1 pupil 

Secondary  Schools  4 pupils 

Awaiting  vacancy  Boarding  Special  School 1 pupil 

Category  (g)  Maladjusted 

Approved  Schools  6 pupils 

Primary  Schools  25  pupils 

Secondary  Schools  58  pupils 

Aymestry  Court  Special  School,  Liverpool  1 pupil 

Independent  Schools  2 pupils 

Direct  Grant  Secondary  School  1 pupil 
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Category  (h)  Physically  Handicapped 

The  Margaret  Barclay  Residential  School  for  Crippled 

Children,  Mobberley,  Cheshire  1 pupil 

Abbots  Lea  Special  School,  Liverpool  1 pupil 

West  Kirby  Children’s  Convalescent  Home  4 pupils 

Hospital  Special  Schools 4 pupils 

Grecnbank  Lane  Rest  School  of  Recovery,  Liverpool  ...  2 pupils 

Home  Tuition  1 pupil 

Private  Schools  1 pupil 

Secondary  Schools  13  pupils 

Primary  Schools  10  pupils 

Direct  Grant  Secondary  Schools  1 pupil 

Category  (j)  Delicate 

Primary  Schools  4 pupils 

Secondary  Schools  5 pupils 

Awaiting  vacancy  Open  Air  Special  School  1 pupil 
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ANALYSIS  OF  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  (IN-PATIENT) 


From  returns  of  in-patient  and  out-patient  treatment  submitted 
during  the  year  by  hospitals  in  the  area,  the  following  analysis,  shown 
under  13  groups,  gives  the  number  of  cases  treated. 


Localisation  of 
Disease 

Child- 

ren’s 

Hos- 

pital 

St. 

Cathe- 

rine’s 

Hos- 

pital 

Gen- 

eral 

Hos- 

pital 

Thing- 

wall 

Hos- 

pital 

Barn- 

ston 

Lea- 

sowe 

Hos- 

pital 

Wall- 

asey 

Vict- 

oria 

Cent- 

ral 

Hos- 

pital 

Wall- 

asey 

Alder 

Hey 

Hos- 

pital 

Liver- 

pool 

Royal  1 
L’pool 
Child- ' 
ren’s 
Hos- 
pital 

Totals 

(1)  EYES  : 
Operative 

7 

16 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

24 

Non- 

Operative 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

(2)  SKIN 

5 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

(3)  GENITO- 
URINARY 

17 

33 

— 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

58 

(4)  EARS: 
Operative 

4 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

10 

Non- 

Operative 

(5)  NOSE  & 

THROAT: 
Tonsils  & 
Adenoids 
Operations 

256 

60 

32 

1 

349 

OTHERS  : 
Operations 

21 

1 

1 





— 

— 

1 

24 

Non- 

operations 

7 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

19 

(6)  HEART  & 
CIRCULA- 
TION 

2 

12 

2 

10 

1 





27 

(7)  RESPIRA- 
TORY 

11 

46 

1 

63 

3 

1 

— 

— 

125 

(8)  ALIMENT- 
ARY 

6 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

(9)  OPERATIVE 
SURGICAL 

83 

118 

25 

— 

4 

— 

5 

2 

237 

(10)  CASUAL- 
TIES 

53 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

(11)  NERVOUS 
CON- 
DITIONS 

6 

31 

35 

72 

(12)  ORTHO- 
PAEDIC 

59 

10 

6 

1 

31 

— 

— 

— 

106 

(13)  GENERAL 
MEDICAL 

47 

88 

6 

19 

3 

1 

1 

1 

16S 

TOTALS  . . 

1 576 

436 

92 

138 

43 

5 

7 

4 

1300 
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HOSPITAL  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS 

Notifications  of  admissions  and  discharges  with  diagnoses  continue 
to  be  submitted  in  respect  of  children  who  are  in-patients  at  hospital, 
that  use  part  of  their  premises  as  a special  school  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  Section  02  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1940. 

SPEECH  THERAPY 

Mrs.  Mary  Peel,  Speech  Therapist,  in  her  report  for  1954,  again 
stresses  her  desire  for  a Central  Speech  Therapy  Clinic.  Parents  from 
some  of  the  new  housing  estates  are  finding  the  Clinic  too  far  distant 
to  bring  their  children  for  treatments  Monday  afternoons  are  now 
devoted  for  school  visits. 

An  order  for  a recording  machine  has  been  placed,  and  this  should 
prove  invaluable  w’hen  installed  at  the  Clinic.  Several  cases  were 
referred  during  the  year  for  audiometer  assessment.  It  is  hoped  to 
develop  this  service  for  the  benefit  of  pupils  whose  defective  hearing 
has  a bearing  on  their  inability  to  articulate. 

Individual  treatment  was  given  to  all  attenders  this  year.  This 
proved  satisfactory  for  all  categories  except  the  stammerers.  It  is 
intended  to  re-start  shortly  group  treatment  for  the  latter.  Treatment 
given  has  been  physiological  and  psychological.  Some  play  therapy 
has  been  introduced.  Parents  are  interested  in  the  childrens  progress 
and  co-operate  when  exercises  at  home  are  recommended. 

The  Speech  Therapist  submitted  the  following  statistical  data  for 
the  year  reviewed ; — 

Number  of  children  referred  by  schools  ...  ...  515 

Number  of  children  seen  during  year  ...  ...  ...  408 

Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Number  of  appointments  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Number  of  children  found  on  further  observation  not  to 

require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  children  discharged  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  children  still  attending  at  end  of  year  ...  55 

No.  of  Cases  treated: 


1 

Dyslalic 

Sigmatic 

Cleft 

Palate 

Stammer 

Other 

Cases 

Girls 

20 

7 

2 

5 

7 

Boys 

28 

10 

1 

22 

5 

Number  attending: 

Dyslalic 

Sigmatic 

Cleft 

Palate 

Stammer 

Other 

Cases 

Girls 

11 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Boys 

15 

7 

1 

11 

4 

1 

1 
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Discharged : 


Dyslalic 

Sigmatic 

Cleft 

Palate 

Stammer 

Other 

Cases 

Girls 

9 

5 

2 

3 

5 

Boys 

13 

1 

3 I 

— 

11 

1 

MALADJUSTED  CHILDREN 


The  arrangements  that  began  towards  the  end  of  1953  of  referring 
pupils  to  Dr.  Philip  Pinkerton  for  a psychiatric  opinion  continued 
throughout  1954.  There  is  considerable  pressure  on  the  Consultant 
Psychiatrist’s  time,  and  for  this  reason  early  appointments  are  difficult 
to  obtain. 

Twelve  pupils  were  seen  b}^  Dr.  Pinkerton  at  St.  Catherine’s 
Hospital  Annexe,  Birkenhead,  and  two  children  were  examined  b^- 
him  at  the  Alder  Hey  Children’s  Hospital,  Liverpool.  The  reports  of 
the  Psychiatrist’s  investigations  reveal,  that  in  most  cases,  the  cause 
of  the  childrens  behaviour  abnormalities  and  maladjustment  ai-e  rooted 
in  their  home  lives. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 

The  Notre  Dame  Child  Guidance  Clinic  dealt  this  year  merely 
with  the  residue  of  pupils  seen  at  the  Authority’s  Phsychiatric  Ses- 
sion in  1952  and  1953.  The  last  pu]hl  had  his  case  closed  in 
September,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  children  re- 
ceiving child  guidance  treatment. 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUBNORMAL  CHILDREN 

The  approved  School  Medical  Officers  made  recommendations  as 
follows  in  respect  of  children  thought  to  be  educationally  subnormal:  — 

Total  number  examined  ... 

Found  to  be  Educationally  Subnormal  and — 

Recommended  to  attend  Day  Special  School  ... 

Recommended  to  attend  Boarding  Special  Schools 

Recommended  to  remain  at  Ordinary  Schools  with 
special  coaching  ... 

Decision  deferred  until  child  reaches  the  age  of 
5 years 

Not  Educationally  Subnormal  

In  addition  3 re-ascertainments  were  made  of  educationally 
subnormal  children  in  attendance  at  ordinary  schools;  one  child,  it 
was  considered,  would  benefit  from  special  educational  treatment  at 
a Day  Special  School  for  the  educationally  subnormal.  No  change 
was  thought  necessary  in  respect  of  the  other  two  children.  One  boy, 
a registered  pupil  at 'an  independent  special  school,  was  examined  ^in 
accordance  with  paragraph  5 (ii)  of  the  Manual  of  Guidance  (Special 
Services) . 

28  pupils,  registered  at  Claughton  Road  Day  Special  School,  were 
ascertained  in  connection  with  special  school  leaving  and  at  routinp 
re-examinations,  the  results  were  as  follows:  - 


39 

20 

3 

10 

1 

5 


special  School  Leavers — 

(aj  Keported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority 

Section  d7  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ...  1 

(b ) Supervision  not  required  on  leaving  Claughton 

Load  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Jieported  to  Local  Health  Authority  Section  57  (3)  of 

the  Education  .\ct,  1944  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Certification  under  Section  9 of  the  Mental  Deficiency 

Acts,  1913  (Request  of  Horne  Office)  ...  ...  1 

Recommended  to  attend  Boarding  Special  Schools  ...  2 

Routine  re-examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 


The  number  of  children  notified  by  the  r..ocal  lOducation  Aiithoritv 
to  the  Local  Health  .\uthority  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944,  was  nine,  lught  children  were  dealt  with  under  Sub-Section  (3) 
and  one  special  school  pupil  under  Sub-Section  (5).  As  previously 
stated,  one  child  was  examined  at  the  request  of  the  Home  Secretary, 
and  certificates  were  issued  under  Section  9 of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Act,  1913.  The  special  school  pupil  in  question  was  undergoing  a 
period  of  detention  following  an  appearance  before  a Court  of  Summari- 
Jurisdiction. 

The  Minister  of  Education,  upon  the  advice  of  one  of  his  medical 
officers  (Special  Services  Branch),  decided  to  uphold  the  appe.al  of 
the  parents  of  one  BirK-enhead  jiupil  that  their  fhild  shoubl  not  be 
the  subject  of  a r(‘])Oi-t  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Section 
57  (3),  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  1-Elucation  for  the  following 
information  contained  in  the  Rhysical  Education  Organiser’s  report 
for  1954: — 

A good  start  has  been  made  with  the  new  scheme  of  physical 
education,  “ Planning  the  Programme.”  the  Part  11  publication  of 
the  Ministry  of  l^alucation,  but  it  will  be  ai^preciated  that  in  order 
to  carry  out  this  work  in  schools  it  is  essential  for  classes  to  change 
into  P.E.  clothing.  The  lack  of  adecjuate  clothing  for  ])hysical  education 
forms  one  of  the  major  problems  in  maintaining  a healthy  scheme  of 
physical  education  in  our  schools.  The  Local  Education  Authority 
provides  a modicum  of  help,  but  it  will  be  a]q')reciated  if  parents 
can  further  subsidise  schools  in  providing  their  children  with  suitable 
physical  education  shorts  and  slippers,  where  necessary.  The  value 
of  changing  and  regular  use  of  showers,  where  available,  cannot  be 
overstressed.  From  the  Appendix  of  Physical  Education  in  School 
Premises,  it  will  be  seen  that  reasonable  provision  is  made  for  our 
Birkenhead  schools.  There  are  six  Junior  schools  and  three  Infants' 
departments,  however,  without  indoor  facilities  for  physical  education. 
This  means  that  children  in  these  nine  schools  are  unable  to  change 
for  physical  education  and  for  approximately  six  months  of  the 
academic  year  they  are  unable  to  carry  out  physical  education  of  any 
description  on  the  schools’  premises.  In  addition,  it  will  be  noticed 
that  there  are  five  departments  in  various  schools  with  halls  o\it  of 
use  for  physical  education  because  of  overcrowding.  It  will  be 
recognised  that  the  position  in  these  schools  cannot  be  considered  as 
satisfactory. 
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The  lack  of  a woman  Organiser  of  Physical  Education  continues 
to  place  a heavy  responsibility  on  the  male  Organiser  of  Physical 
Education  and  this  cannot  be  considered  entirely  satisfactory, 
particularly  for  the  Infants’  and  Girls’  Secondary  Schools. 

During  the  year  new  Primary  schools  have  been  opened  at  Prenton, 
Woodchurch  and  Christchurch,  Claughton.  The  facilities  in  these  three 
schools  are  better  than  in  most  of  our  older  Primary  schools.  Although 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  the  new  Technical  College  with 
adequate  playing  fields  at  the  moment,  an  excellent  gymnasium  has 
been  installed.  Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  the 
deficiencies  in  School  Playing  Fields  in  Birkenhead.  The  Authority, 
therefore,  welcome  the  opportunity  wFich  Ministry  of  Education 
Circular  283  provides  for  the  development  of  adequate  facilities  in  the 
Borough.  The  Education  Committee  have  already  approved  the 
proposal  to  erect  suitable  pavilions  with  changing  rooms  at  Valley 
Road  Playing  Fields  and  Borough  Road  Playing  Field  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  extensive  sites  of  the  new  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools 
will  be  fully  developed. 

To  this  end  the  Connniltee  have  a])])ointed  a Su])erintendent  of 
School  Playing  Fields  and  School  Grounds  and  adequate  maintenance 
equipment  has  been  acquired. 

There  would  appear  to  be  a temporar}^  recess  in  the  standard  of 
Association  Football  in  the  towm,  but  other  compensatory  successes 
come  readily  to  hand,  especially  with  the  Junior  and  Adult  sportsmen 
in  Birkenhead.  In  this  connection  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I place  on 
record  the  following  winning  achievements  of  the  Birkenhead  Swimming 
Club  during  the  year. 

1.  Seven  Birkenhead  swimmers  took  part  in  the  Cheshire  County 
Water  Polo  Matches,  five  Birkenhead  swimmers  participating 
in  the  Final  of  the  National  Championships  (lost  5-4). 

2.  1st  in  the  Northern  Counties  A.S.A.  Competitions,  General, 
Grade  II  and  Junior. 

3.  3rd  in  the  English  A.S.A.  Free  Style  Competition. 

4.  1st  in  the  Liverpool  and  District  and  Cheshire  Men’s 

Competition. 

5.  1st  in  the  Liverpool  and  District  Boys’  Competition. 

6.  1st  in  the  Liverpool  and  District  Aggregate  Competition. 

7.  1st  in  the  Liverpool  and  District  and  Cheshire  Knock-Out  Water 
Polo  Competition. 

8.  2nd  in  the  Northern  Counties  and  Cheshire  Water  Polo 

Competition. 

In  addition,  the  Club  Coach,  Mr.  Wright,  has  been  appointed 
National  Coach  to  the  British  Water  Polo  Team.  It  will  be  appreciated 
that  full  use  is  made  of  the  yoims;  material  which  becomes  available 
to  the  Club  during  and  after  school  life. 

During  the  year  the  1st  Winter  Cricket  Coaching  School  in  the 
North  of  England  has  been  opened  at  Byrne  Avenue  Baths  for  the 

use  of  schoolboys  and  adult  members  of  Cricket  Clubs.  The 

arrangements  are  proving  adequate  and  popular  for  both  schools  and 
Cricket  Clubs. 

Birkenhead  schools  continue  to  participate  fully  in  a comprehensive 
series  of  fixtures  in  all  of  the  major  sports  including  Cricket,  Rugby, 
Association  Football,  Netball,  Basketball,  Cross  Country  Running  and 
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Athletics.  In  the  latter  sport,  new  ground  has  been  broken  by  St 
Anselm’s  College  winning  the  trophy  for  the  rno.st  improved  school  in 
athletics  during  the  Inter-Sr-bools  Onupetition  held  at  hirkeidie.-.d  Park 
Rugby  Club  Ground.  As  a Direct-Grant  Aided  School,  along  with 
Biritenliead  School,  they  continue  to  cement  a friendly  spirit  of  rivalry 
in  this  type  of  Inter-Schools  Competition. 

In  Youth  Work  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  that  seven  of 
the  fourteen  Cheshire  County  players  in  Netball  have  been  selected 
from  the  Livingstone  Street  Gymnasium. 

In  Basketball,  a former  player  of  this  Centre  has  obtained  his 
Colours  at  Manchester  University  and  three  youths  have  gained  their 
place  in  their  Battalion  sides  during  their  first  year  of  Military  Service. 
In  the  Senior  National  Championships  the  “ lUxplorers  ” have  reached 
the  Quarter-Finals,  and  in  the  Junior  Ihutish  National  Championship.s, 
Pegasus  ” have  reached  the  Semi-Finals. 

Schools  and  Yr)uth  Clubs  have  continued  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  following  National  coaches:  — 

A. A. A.  Northern  Counties  Coach:  Mr.  D.  C.  V.  Watts. 

F.A.  Coach:  Mr.  W.  Cook  (recently  returned  from  Ireland). 

Table  Tennis:  Mr  J.  Carrington. 

In  Boxing,  for  the  first  time  on  record,  a European  Championship 
has  been  won  by  a Birkenhead  boxer,  W.  Thom,  M elterweight 
(’hamj)ion  of  Great  Ih’itain.  At  tlie  same  time.  B.  McAt^eer  has  won 
the  Middleweight  (Jiani])ionslu])  of  Great  Pu’itish  and  the  British 
Plrnpire  Championshi]). 

The  organiser  of  Pliysical  Education  lias,  during  the  year,  been 
appointed  to  sit  on  three  National  Committees:  — 

Advisory  Council  of  A. A. A. — Schools  Consultative  Commiftee. 

National  Committee  of  Organisers  of  P.E. — A.B.A. 

National  Committee  of  Organisers  of  P.E. — A. A. A. 

Once  again  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Education 
Committee,  Offic'ers,  Head  I’eachers  and  Staffs  of  Schools  who  have 
continued  to  make  possible  further  development  in  physical  education 
during  the  year. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER 
TO  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  FOR  1955 

The  shortage  of  full  time  Dental  Officers  continues,  but  this  has 
been  partly  relieved  by  retaining  the  services  of  part  time  staff. 

The  total  number  of  sessions  worked  by  these  dental  surgeons 
employed  on  a sessional  basis  amounts  to  the  equivalent  of  two  full 
time  dental  officers. 

This  valuable  contribution  has  increased  the  amount  of  routine 
work  carried  out,  and  consequently  enabled  us  to  inspect  more  children 
in  the  schools. 

The  depletion  of  staff,  however,  makes  it  inevitable  that  large 
numbers  of  children  continue  to  seek  relief  from  pain  by  dental 
extractions,  thus  reducing  the  amount  of  routine  conservation  work 
which  could  otherwise  be  done.  There  has,  however,  been  a decrease 
in  the  number  of  casual  attendances  during  the  year.  A similar 
improvement  was  noted  last  year,  when  fewer  children  attended  for 
relief  of  pain, 
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Kegarding  the  question  of  diet  in  connection  with  the  incidence 
of  dental  decay.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Health 
has  invited  certain  local  authorities  to  participate  in  an  investigation 
as  to  the  effect  on  the  incidence  of  dental  decay,  when  fluorides  are 
present  in  domestic  water  supplies.  This  follows  the  favourable  report 
of  an  investigation  carried  out  in  America,  in  which  it  was  found  that 
the  teeth  of  children  brought  up  in  places  where  their  domestic  water 
supply  contained  a certain  proportion  of  fluorides,  had  less  liability 
to  dental  decay  than  those  whose  development  took  place  in  areas 
deficient  in  fluorides. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  diet  influences  the  incidence  of  dental 
caries.  The  kind  of  foods  which  necessitate  vigorous  mastication  are, 
in  so  many  instances,  noticeably  absent  from  the  diet,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  those  of  a soft,  sticky  and  sweet  nature,  often  replace  them. 
The  choice  of  suitable  food  and  the  correct  time  to  eat  it  must  be 
appreciated  by  parents  before  any  lasting  improvement  can  be  expected. 

Further  items  of  equipment  which  are  due  for  installation  will  be 
appreciated.  Those  items  already  installed  have  proved  beneficial  to 
patients  and  staff. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Head  Teachers,  their  staff,  and  all  who 
contributed  their  valuable  services  towards  the  successful  functioning 
of  the  dental  service. 

F.  G.  SUTCLIFFE 
(Principal  School  Dental  Officer) . 


MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1954 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
(INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS) 

A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups: — 

Entrants  2,331 

Second  Age  Group  1,939 

Third  Age  Group  1,541 

Total  5,811 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  2,083 

Grand  Total  7,894 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  2,539 

Number  of  Re-inspections  4,430 

Total  6,969 


C— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 


Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  Require 
Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
squint). 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  1 1 A. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

puj)ils 

(4) 

Entrants 

6 

152 

158 

Second  Age  Group 

122 

171 

284 

Third  Age  Group 

128 

27 

153 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

256 

350 

595 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

129 

25C 

375 

Grand  Total  ...  ...  ...  | 

385 

600 

970 

HO 


TABLE  II 

A— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1954. 


I 


PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

Defect 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of 

defects 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requii  ing  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

1 

! 

Requiring  j 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

4 

Skin  

22 

59 

169 

4 

5 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

385 

459 

— 

2 

b.  Squint 

44 

122 

— 

1 

c.  Otlier 

10 

26 

30 

6 

1 

6 

Ears — a.  Hearing  ... 

40 

86 

2 

3 

b.  Otitis  Media 

38 

72 

10 

— 

' 

c.  Other 

2 

26 

36 

8 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

196 

385 

14 

7 

8 

Speech  

17 

32 

— 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

11 

72 

2 

— 

10 

Heart  & Circulation 

12 

151 

2 

6 

{ 

11 

Lungs-T.B.&N.T.B. 

36 

335 

24 

17 

f 

12 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia  ... 

2 

8 

— 

1 

1 

b.  Other 

15 

26 

9 

3 

13 

Orthopaedic  — 

a.  Posture  ... 

23 

47 

— 

— 

b.  Flat  Foot 

39 

161 

— 

► 

14 

i c.  OtherNon-Pul 

' T.B. 

Nervous  system  — 

1 32 

107 

4 

I 

8 

a.  Epilepsy  ... 

4 

11 

— 

1 

b.  Other 

1 

12 

6 

1 

15 

Psychological — 

! 

a.  Development 

1 1 

12 

— 

1 

b.  Stability — 

i ^ 

8 

1 

1 

16 

Other  

i 

254 

1 

322 

'4 

i 

1026 

2421 

631 

115 

1 

- 
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B.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

Poor 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

No. 

of  col.  2 

No. 

of  col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

■-5) 

(6) 

(7: 

(8) 

intrants  

2331 

1136 

48.74 

1073 

46.03 

122 

5.23 

econd  Age  Group 

1939 

1043 

54.05 

852 

43.94 

39 

2.01 

'hird  Age  Group 

1541 

799 

51.85 

715 

46.40 

27 

1.75 

Ither  Periodic  Inspections 

2083 

1126 

54.05  , 

908 

43.60 

49 

1 

2.35 

Total 

7894 

4109 

52.05 

3548 

44.95 

1 

237 

I 

3.00 

TABLE  III 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school  nurses 


or  other  authorised  persons 65,409 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  1,429 


(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 

were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 

were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,,  1944)  


Ill' 
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TABLE  lY 

TREATMENT  TABLES 

GROUP  L— DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN 
(excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  III) 


Ringworm — (?)  Scalp 

{ii)  Body 

Scabies  ... 

Impetigo  V- 

Other  skin  diseases 

Total  ... 

Number  of  cases  treated  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

2 

14 

4 

51 

96 

1 

13 

167 

L 

14 

GROUP  2.— EYE  DISEASES,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 
refraction  and  squint 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) 

Total 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

{b)  Obtained 

Total 

1 Number  of  cases  dealt  with 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

28 

921* 

4 

34 

, 949 

38 

757* 

* 

— 

j 757* 

— 

GROUP  3.— DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR,  NOSE 

AND  THROAT 

Number  of  cas 

es  treated 

i 

j 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment  i 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

~ 

10 

{b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

— 

349 

[c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

— 

24 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ... 

62 

19 

Total  ... 

62 

402 

* Including  cases  dealt  with  under  arrangements  with  the 
Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service. 
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GROUP  4.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


(a)  Number  treated  as  in-patients  in 
hospitals 

106 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

(6)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g.  in 

clinics  or  out-patient  departments... 

4 

357 

GROUP  5.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 


Number  of  cases  treated 

In  the  Authority's 
Child  Guidance 
Clinics 

Elsewhere 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child 
Guidance  Clinics  ... 

— 

4 

GROUP  6.— SPEECH  THERAPY 


Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech 
Therapists 

107 

— 

GROUP  7.— OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN 


Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

322 

— 

(b)  Other  (specified) 

1 . Heart  and  Circulatory  

2 

27 

2.  Respiratory 

24 

125 

3.  Alimentary 

— 

9 

4.  Genito-Urinary 

— 

58 

5.  Nervous 

6 

72 

6.  Surgical... 

— 

237 

7.  Casualties 

— 

56 

1 8.  General  Medical 

— 

166 

Total 

354 

750 
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TABLE  Y 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  CARRIED  OUT  BY 

THE  AUTHORITY 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  ; — 

(a)  Periodic  11,126 

(b)  Specials  1,906 

Total  (1)  13,032 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  9,114 

(3)  Number  referred  for  treatment  6,719 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  4,026 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  9,423 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to  : Inspection  78 

Treatment  1,324 

Total  (6)  1,402 

(7)  Fillings  : Permanent  Teeth  3,748 

Temporary  Teeth  69 

Total  (7)  3,817 

(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled  : Permanent  Teeth  3,435 

Temporary  Teeth  69 

Total  (8)  3,504 

(9)  Extractions : Permanent  Teeth  2,579 

Temporary  Teeth  6,165 

Total  (9)  8,744 

(10)  Administraion  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  2,990 

(11)  Other  operations;  Permanent  Teeth  1,644 

Temporary  Teeth  1,315 

lotai  {11}  2,959 


